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rose only for the purpose of calling atlen-
tion of hon, memhers and the public to the
absurdity of introducing seven Bills in seven
Parliaments on 2 matlier whieh eould be
dealt with by one Bll for the whole of Ans-
tralia, I should also like some information
from the leader of the House as to the total
number of apprentices. [ trust also that
some approach has been made to the unjons
to obtain their opinions on the subject. They
are certainly fully entitled 1o have opinions
on sueh a subject, and it might serve to ex-
redile the passage of the Bill if the assist-
anee of the unions were sought. T ask the
Colonial Seeretary to tell the House whelher
any commonication has passed beiween the
Government and the trades unions on this
matter.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [6.7]:
desire to support the second reading of the
Bill, which ! look vpon as a most important
measure indeed, The Arbitration Act limits
the number of apprentices who may be en-
ployed, and the position now is that many of
those apprentices have gone away to the
war, and some of them will never return.
Their places cannot be filled until their in-
deniures have expired, whether they are
killed on the batilefield or not. Mr. San-
derson, in his concluding remarks, suggested
that this was a Federal matter; but I think
it will be found that the Federal Parliament
has no power of amendment in the case of
loeal legislation dealing with matters whieh
come within the province of the State Cham-
bers. While it might be desirable that the
Federal authorities in many instanees should
legislate for the whole of the States, arbitra-
tion is a State matter and this measure has
heen iniroduced for the purpose of gelting
over a difficulty created under the State Ar-
bitration Aet, I hope members will support
the Bill and push it through as quiekly as
possible. There is & number of young men
in this State who are not gualified to enlist
and who are awailing an opporlunily for
learning a trade. This amending Bill will
provide that opportunity.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Drew debate

adjonrned.

House adjourned af 6.10 pm
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The louse met at 4.30 p.m.

RESIGNATION QOF THE SPEAKER.
The (lerk (Mr. A. R. Grant): It is my
duty tu announce to hon. members that I
have received the following letter from His
Honour the Speaker—
Perth, 1st Mareh, 1917,

Dlear Mr. Grant,—The vote of the As-
sembly last night expressing dissatisfac-
tion with an action of mine as Speaker,
coupled with the incidents of the night
hefore, satisfies me that [ cannot usefully
continue to hold the position of Speaker
noder existing eircumstances.  Althongh
the vote referred to could easily be re-
varsed in a full House, 1 feel that a purely
party vote would in such circumstances be
inconsistent with the best traditions of
the Chair, as making the office of Speaker
too much 2 party one. I have therefore
decided to resign my position as Speaker.
T wish to tender to you and to the other
officials of the House my appreciation of
vour and their conrtesy during my brief
hut not nneventful tenure of office. Yours
truly  E. B. Johnston.
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. ELECTION QF SPEAKER.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [1.32], addressing the Clerk, said:
In view of the resignation of Mr. Speaker
just read by you, we must now put someone
else in the position, I therefore move—-

That Mr. James Gardiner do take the

Chair of this House as Speunker,

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brownhill-Ivan-
hoe) [ 4.333 : L have much pleasure in second-
ing the motion of the Premier.

Mr. GARDINER (lrwin) {4.34]: I cun-
not help feeling conscious that in offering
me the position of Speaker you are uftering
me a Position high above my deserts. I wish
to say that twelve monihs ago I made up
my mind that whatever there was in me,
either of energy or ability, should be de-
voted to the winning of the war, and to
every methoed of helping those who are help-
ing to win the war. TFurther, I have taken
a strong interest in the desire at the present
juneture to see this State governed by a
national Parliament. Before T submit my-
self to the will of the House, I should like
Tion. memhbers by their vote praectically to
tell me that there is nothing derogatory to
the high and honourable position of Speaker
in my continuning the activities to which I
have referred.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. GARDINER: Highly as I value the
henour that the House is tryving fo do me,
I consider there is no greater honour at the
present juneture than to try to win the war,
and T shall endeavour to further that ob-
jeet, for the benefit of the nation and for
the benefit of this State, by anything I can
possibly do. The Hounse knows my physical
disability. T am deaf, and the House knows
it. If, in these circumstance, the House in
its wisdom and kindness and courtesy is
willing to assure me of its unanimous assist-
ance, I with every bumility submit myself
to the will of the House.

The SPEAKER-ELECT having been

conducted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder of the motion,

Congratulations.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [4.35] said: Mr. Speaker, I wish to
congratulate you upon having received the
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unanimous support of the members of this
House, placing you in the high and digni-
fied position which you now occupy. I trust
your tenure of office will be easier than that
of your predecessor.

Mr. Taylor: That is a sure thing.

The I’REMIER: 1 hope that your rul-
ings, when you are called upon to give them,
will always receive the support of ihe major-
ity of the members of this Chamber. I
can promise from this side of the House at
any rate, and 1 think on behalf of all mem-
bers, that our one desire will be to promote
the welfare of the State under your chair-
manship, to support you in the high office
which you are now accepting af the hands
of the members of this Chamber, and to
en leavour to work in the interests of the
whole country, and to conduet the business
of the country as expeditiously as possible.
T congratulate youn, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brownhill-Tvanhoe)
[4.57}: May I be permitted to endorse the
remarks made by the leader of the House,
and to give you, Mr. Speaker, an assuranee
on helbalf of memwbers sitting on your left
that you may look to them for all the sup-
port which is essential te the proper eenduet
of the business of this House. You made re-
ference, Sir, to your disability. From an
Opposition point of view, however, I think
that disability is rather an advantage. 1
think it is occasionally of benefit to the con-
duct of the business of the House that every-
thing should not be heard which may be said
across the floor. May T also remark that if
your elevation to the Chair will mean the
more peaceful conduct of business, then, in
the old saying, sometimes good comes out of
evil. I congratulate you, Sir.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [4.38]: May
I be permitted, Sir, to add my congratula-
ttons to those of the Premier and of the
leader of the Opposition on your elevation
to the office of Speaker. T feel sure the
House will at all times unanimously support
your rulings. Your well-known impartiality
especially fits you, in my copinion, for the
high and dignified office to which members
have elected you; and I am sare you will
oceupy the position with satisfaction to
yourself and to this Chamber.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narro-
gin) [4.39]: T would like the privilege of
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adding my sineere congratulations, Sir, on
your election to the office of Speaker. 1
trust, too, that your oceupancy of the Chair
will he far longer, more peaceful, and more
pleasant than your predecessor’s occupancy
of it. May I say that I have heard the
duties of Speaker were monotonous. It was
soid that listening to the speeches of hon.
mewmbers became wearisome. 1, however, ex-
perienced no monotony while in the Chair.
Permit me to express the hope that you, Sir,
will get less exciterment than fell to my lot.
1 congratulale the House and the country on
your election, becanse I feel, from the
speeches which have been made this after-
noon, that your elevation to the Chair is a
happy aungury that public business will re-
ceive proper altention in this Chamber.

Mr, TROY (Mt Magnet) [4.40]: Last
but not least, I desire to offer you, Mr.
Speaker, my hearty congratulations also;
and they are none the less genuine bhecause
they are spoken last. May T say that
I am particularly pleased by your elevation
to the high and honourable position of
Speaker? Your association with members
during lhe last five or six yems is sufficient
to seeure you a unanimous vote. So far as
T am eoncerned, yon may depend that I shall
be only too glad to render the Chair every
assistance I ean possibly give.

Myr. SPEAKER [4.41]: THon. members,
with the knowledge of one’s own shortecom-
ings, a man’s hkeart sometimes gets the bet-
ter of his thonghts. From all sides of this
honourahle House I have received eongratu-
lations and desires have been expressed to
assist me. I will try to live up to what you
expect the oeeupant of this Chair to live
up to. If at times I appear to be some-
what super-sensitive of the privileges and
dignity of this Honse, please remember that
it is not in conformity with my own ideas
but because you have given to me a trust
which every member of this House expects
me to keep untarmished. You have given
me a trust that T myself will try to observe
in a manner worthy of the hest traditions of
this House. From the leader of the Govern-
ment, the leader of the Opposition, and the
leader of the Country party T am sure I will
get that assistance which the office deserves,
becanse, after all, it is as much their doty
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to make the tone of the Flouse and keep the
tone of the House as it is the duty of the
Speaker. If just at the outset I may make
one rerquest to the large-heartedness of this
House, it is that even in the heat of the de-
bate hon. members may refrain from using
those expressions which leave behind a per-
sonal feeling and a personal hurt. 1f hon.
members will do that, then my position in
this Chamber will, T am sure, be a very light
one. I will try to live up to the desire of
this House, and I hope I shall be able to do
80.

The PREMIER [4.43]: T have now to
inform you, Mr. Speaker, and hon. members
that His Ixcellency the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor iz prepared to reeeive yon, 8ir, and
hon. members who may aceompany yout.

Sitting suspended from 444 to 5,15 pon.

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER-
ELECT.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have to announce
that T have waited on His Excellency the
Lieutenant Governor and informed him of
my election, and the reply His Excellency
was good enough to give is as follows:—

It is with much pleasure that T learn
that you have been elected by the Mem-
hers of the Legislative Assembly to the
high and honourable office of Speaker of
that House. I have every confidence that
von will fill the office in a worthy and
dignified manner.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Mmister for Lands: Audit of ae-
counts of the Stale Meat Supply.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws for
regulation of motor (raffic (a) Vietoria
Park; (b) Subiaco; (e} Westonia roads
board.

QUESTION—ENEMY SUBJECTS IN
GOVERNMENT EMPLOY.

Mr. HEITMANN: I desire to ask the
Premier has any further action been taken
by the Government in reference to the em-
ployment of enemy born subjects in this
Hounse? ’
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The PREMIER: I have not heard from
Mr. Speaker in connection with the matter.

Mr. HEITMANN: Is it not possible for
the Premier to take some action, seeing it is
the Government policy, and not the policy
of the Joint Printing Commniftee?

QUESTION—ESPERANCE WHEAT.

Hon. T. WALKER: T desirg to draw
the attention of the Minister for Industries
to a paragraph appearing in the Kalgoorlie
Miner with a view to asking a question with
regard to the sale of wheat. The paragraph
says—
Regarding the sale of mallee wheat,
Messrs. J. Stevenson and Stearne, of Kal-
goorlie, approached the State Wheat
Board regarding Esperance wheat, and
received a reply that they are nof buying
it. The farmers are, therefore, thrown on
their own resources. Some are now sell-
ing to Mr. Harvey, of Boulder, and he is
engaged carting fo Norseman by motor
wagon. The member lor the disirict has
asked the Government to help the farmers
to dispose of their wheat, This year’s
vield 15 a very good sample of milling
wheat and too good to he made use of for
feeding stock.
I desire to ask the Minister if his altention
has been drawn to the paragraph and if the
statements in it are true, and if the Govern-
ment and he, as Minister, have taken any
steps to meet the requirements of the farm-
ers there in regard to the sale of their wheat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I must
ask the hon. member to give notice of the
question. I have not the papers with me.

Hon. T. WALEKER: 1 give notice for
the next sitting of the House.

QUESTION—HANSARD TYPISTS.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD asked the Chairman
of the Joint Printing Commiitee: 1, Is it a
fact that it bas been decided to inerease the
payment of four Hanrsard typists from £120
to £150 per annum? 2, Does he think that
such increase is warranted at the present
junctare?

Mr. ALLEN: At present there is no
Chairman of the Joint Printing Committee,

2021

but the reply to the questions is as follows:
1, The matter bas not been brought before
the Committee. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—PRIMARY PRODLCER
AND MR. WILLMOTT.

Hon. J. SCADDAN asked the Premier:
1, Whether lLis attention has been called to
an artiecle in the Primary Producer of Fri-
day, 23rd February last. entitled “The Tlest
will no¢ report Willmott”? 2, Will he make
representations to the editor of the West
Australian in order to insure to the hon.
member for Nelson his fair share of news-
paper publicity?

The PREMIER replied: I, No, with the
exception of the leader of the Opposition ve-
marking to me that such an article had ap-
peared. 2, No.

QUESTION — GOVERNMENT TAXA-
TION PROPOSALS.

Hon. J. SCADDAN asked the Premier:
1, Whether his attention has been drawn fo
a paragraph 1n the Primary Producer of
23rd February, under the heading “Notes
and Commenfs,” as follows:---

“Betore BMr, Frank Wilson, Premijer
and C.ALG.—and, by the way, Treasarer,
left for the Kastern States some (wo
moons ago he selected a quartette of well-
known politicians, filled to the brim with
enthusiasm, righteousness, and business
acumen—in faet they could almost be
termed a national quartette, to scheme out
a set of taxation proposals against the
day of his return. Visions of these taxa-
tion jugglers were constantly before our
eyes wrestling with thousands and thous-
ands of figures, scheming how to make
10s. a pound. Qur deepest sympathy went
ont to these good men and true because
we had so often tried to do the same thing
ourselves. We waited in patience for the
resnlf of their labours. wondering whether
they would bring forth a mountain or a
mouse, but up to date the Treasurer has
failed to publish their reporf. Has Mr.
Wilson thrown their eoncentrated financial
wisdom into the waste-paper basket, or is
he afraid fo carry out their proposals, or
did they make any proposals worth while?
These questions should be answered by the
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Premier or the committee of finaneial ex-
perts specially selected for the job, Oue
noticeable feature is that all the taxation
proposals were dropped for Lhis session,
but the one that hits the farmer und the
country people hardest—ineressed rail-
way freights. We wonder how long the

C.P. members intend to stand this injus-

tice and daylight exploitation”?

2, Will he enlighten this House and the
paper referved to in connection with this
matter?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, No
report hias been snbmitted by the gentlemen
referred to. Valuable suggestions, however,
have been made and are receiving the most
enrnest consideration,

QUESTION—MINING SUPPLIES,
EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is he aware that the present retail
price, compared with the pre-war price of
certain mining supplies in the Eastern Gold-
tields district is as follows:—Zine, per, cent.,
present price £9, pre-war price £2 10s.;
eyanide sodium, per case, present price £14
10s., pre-war price £10; fractear, per case,
present price £3, pre-war price £2 3s. 94.7
2, Ts hie aware that many mining plants on
the fields were working at a very close mar-
gin of profit before the war, and the present
rise of prices is falling very bardly on a
large portion of the mining industry9 3, If
the facts are as stated, will be introduce a
short Bill to regulate the price of mining
supplies, and sp assist the mining industry?
4, If he is not in favour of this conrse, is
he prepared to assist the mining industry
by introducing cheaper railway freights on
zine, cyanide, and explosives, on similar
lines to the cheap freights at present in
vogue with regard to super. and wheat for
the assistance of the agricultural indusiry?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. 2, Yes. 3, No. 4, I will have in-
quiries made.

QUESTION—WHEAT MARKETING
SCHEME.

Hon, J. S8CADDAN (for Hon. W. D.
Johnson) asked the Minister for Tndustries:
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1, Has the agency agresment under the
wheat marketing scheme been finalised; if
so, what are the handling charges agreed
upon, and will the whole agreements be pub-
lished? 2, 1f not, when will the farmers
know what this year’s bandling is costing
them?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, No. The delay is duc to the faet
that negotiations are in progress in Vie-
toria between the acquiring ageuts and the
Wheat Marketing Committee of that State
tor a reduction of the charges -agreed upon
hefore the sale to the Imperial Government
of 3,000,000 tons was completed. A similar
reduction in the charge is to be made in
oar case. 2, As soon as possible.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [5.14]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far
as to enable Bills to be passed through all
Lémges in one day, and Messages from the
Legislative Council to be taken into con-
sideration on the day on which they are
received,

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brownhill-Ivanhoe)
[5.20]: I do not propose to offer any seri-
ous objection to the motiom as I recognise
the Government should decide, or largely
decide, how to proceed with the business be-
fore the House; but I want to draw the
attention of the Premier to the faet that
there is quile & number of private members’
notices, and I mnderstand before the Christ-
mas adjournment that the Premier would
give an opporfunity to members to discuss
them. Ouve notiee of motion is very urgent
and the House should have an opportunity
to diseuss it at an early date. There is no-
tice of motion No. 12 in the name of Mr.
Collier.

Mr. Holman: No. 6 as well.

Hon. J. SCADDANXN: There is a good
number of them, but on this one an under-
standing was arrived at. The Premier
ghould at this stage say whether he is pre-
pared to set aside a private members’ day
for the discussion of these mofions. We
have not had a private members’ day since
Christmas.
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Mr. Hudson: Could not the Premier out-
line the business he intends to proceed with?

Hon. . COLLIER (Boulder) [5.21]: In
addition to the motions in the names of pri-
vaie members, some of which are really im-
portant, it wonld be well if the Premier
would indicate to the House the Orders of
the Day he proposes going on with,

The Premier: § did it a short time haek.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would have been
better had the Premier postponed this mo-
tion until the House had dealt with the dis-
posal of the question of the Orders of the
Day. If the House decides that some of the
Orders should not be postponed, it is highly
unfair that we should disecuss them with
the Standing Orders suspended. It is only
a fortnight ago since the Premier indicated
that certain Orders were to be discharged
but they still oceupy a position on the No-
tice Paper.

The Premier:
directly.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps, in reply,
the Premier would indicate the business he
proposes to discharge from the Notice
Paper and then we could judge whether the
Standing Orders should be postponed at
this juncture.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [3.22]: The Premier, in replying,
should not only give the House the infor-
mation as to what Orders of the Day he
intends to discharge from the Notice Paper,
but what new business he intends to place
on the Notiece Paper. Three new Bills are
down for this afternoon and there are some
measures to come from another Chamber.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : They are very small though.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I think it is
necessary to know what is going to be done.
Tt is all very well to say that we should
postpone the Standing Orders and to bring
measures before ns. No one knows what
amendments are made and therefore we do
not know whether to agree or disagree with
them., As they are not placed on the Notice
Paper. Do the Government intend to bring
additional legislation down?

Mr. FOLEY (Mt. Leonora) (5.23]: Be-
fore the Christmas adjournmeni the Pre-
mier gave us to understand that motion

We will come to them
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No. G, dealing with railway freights, should
be dealt with and I thionk the House under-
stands {hat the Premier will not break his
word in that direetion.

Mr. TNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [5.24]: I
think the Premier might ask the Attorney
General or the Minister for Lands to reply
to the questions which have been put to him,
hecause if the Premier gives us the informa-
tion lie will be replying to the motion and
that will close the debate. ‘Theretore, I ask
the Premier to allow one of his Ministers
to reply to the questions asked.

The Premier: What questions?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The Bpeaker says
lic is deaf, ot I do net think the Premier
can come at that too. The position is guite
clear. Onece the Premier rises to reply, the
discussion is eclosed.  Before closing the
discussion, we would like to know what he
is going to do.

The Premier: T will tell you if you sit
down.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes; and then we
are finished. We want to know before the
Premier finishes. The hon. gentleman might
allow another Minister jost to indicate
shortly the Government’s reply to the ques-
tions which have been asked. The leader of
the Opposition has put a question about
the Land and Ineome Tax Assessment Aect
Amendment Bill; the member for Leonora
about his motion; the member for Boulder
as to what Bills are to be dropped. Again,
the member for Fremantle wishes to be in-
formed whether any new Bills are coming
down. We should have all this information
hefore the discussion is closed.

Mr. CARPENTER {¥remantle) [531]:
1L would like to ask tle Premier whether,
in his reply, he will indicate to the House
if it is the Government’s intention to give
hon. members an opportunity of discussing
ihe Govermmnent’s proposals regarding land
settlement of rveturned soldiers. I have
pointed out more than once that, in my
opinion, the House should have an oppor-
tunity of diseussing that very imporiant
matter. Tt has been discussed in other Par-
liaments, where special Bills have been in-
troduced and members have been enabled
to dehate Government propesals. Up o
the present we here have merely been in-
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formed by the Minister for Industries that
the Covernment intend to deal with the
subjeet not by Bill but by regulation. I
believe I voice the opinion of members
generally when I say that the subjeet is
too important to be left to the Government
to deal with by regulation under the exist-
ing land legislation, without its veceiving
the special eonsideration of Parliament.

The Premier: There is a Bill on the
Notice Paper for the purpose.

Mr. CARPENTER: I want to Iknow
whether we shall have an opportunity of
discussing that Bill. I ask the Premier to
indicate his intentions.

Mr., HOLMAN (Murchison) [5.30]:
Several measures will remain on the Notiece
Paper to be dealt with, and, in all prob-
ability, if we rush the business through,
amending legislation will be needed at a
very early period. If the session is to be
closed speedily, legisiation of a controver-
sial nature should not be dealt with at all.
Such legislation had far better stand over.
As regards the Fire Brigades Bill, for in-
stance, although undoubtedly legislation is
required in this connection, the measure is
in need of rectification in several respects.
It involves the alteration of the adminis-
trative system of fire brigades throughout
the State. If the Bill goes through in its
present form, without certain important
amendments, a great deal of trouble will
result. There are several other measures
similarly circumstanced. The Premier
wonld be well advised if he considered the
necessity of getting into recess at the
earliest possible moment, and then doing
evervthing possible to put the affairs of
the State in proper working order.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I+hope the Premier
brings on a general election.

Mr. HOLMAN: My own opinicn is that
we should go to the country at once. It
would be wise to go to the country and
come back as soon as possible with a man-
date to make ample provision for the thous-
ands of soldiers who, we hope, will be re-
turning in the near future to this State,
and whe will require to be looked after.
The passing of an important motion such
as this means that the whole of the Stand-
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ing Orders will be suspended, and that
business will be rushed throngh without
our knowing what we are doing. In those
conditions members have not printed infor-
mation before them to enable them to know
what is being done; and it has happened
that members have afterwards said that
they did not realise the effect of legislation
passed in sueh circumstances. The Pre-
nier, in submitting this motion, shouid
have outlined his intentions,  The hon.
gentleman, however, merely moved that all
the Standing Orders be suspended. Any
member who has been in this House a few
vears knows what that means. In the
closing days of the session, sometimes as
many as six, eight, and even ten Bills are
dealt with during one sitting, without any
printed information being available to hon.
members. Such proceedings are absolutely
unfair o Parliament and to the country;
and the sooner we do away with that hap-
hazard method of legislation, the better.
The Aitorney General is to-day to infro-
duce some measures of far-reaching effect,
which should receive full consideration.
Even after the items which the Premier
proposes to discharge from the Notice
Paper are wiped off, some very important
matters will remain to be dealt with; and,
moreover, important measures will be re-
ceived from another place. I am sorry
that the Premier did not, on this occasion,
adopt the usual course of outlining the Gov-
ernment’s intentions.  The member for
Leonora was promised an opportunity for
full discussion of a motion he has on the
Notice Paper. If the only motive of the
Premier’s motion is to geit into recess and
let the Government stop where they are,
I do not think we would be doing justice
to the country in carrying the motion. If,
on the other hand, the Premier’s intention
is to go to the country at the earliest pos-
sible moment, I wounld say, **Shut up at
once, and let the people elect a House more
in accordance with their opinions than they
have af present.’”’

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex—in reply) [5.38]: In moving this
motion T followed the ordinary eourse taken

by every QGovernment towards the end of
the session.
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Hon. J. Scaddan:
Paper like this.

The PREMIER: The carrying of the
motion will not interfere with my promise
that private members will be afforded op-
portunities for the discussion of eertain mo-
tions. 1 am ready to give them every faci-
lity in that respect. Indeed, the carrying
of this motion would help in that direction
by allowing more time for the discussion of
the motions of those private members. The
object of my motien is simply to facilitate
the transaction of Ehe Dhusiness of the ses-
sion between the two Houses. If the leader
of the Opposition will confer with me at
any time, I shall be glad to consider with
him what motions he wants put forward;
and T shall eertainly allow opporunities for
their discussion.

Not with a Notice

Mr, Holman: The earrying of the motion
means passing Bills through all stages at
one sitting, which is a very important
matter.

The PREMIER : If there is any ohjection
to a Bill passing in one day, further time
will be allowed. Any new legislation, such
as the Bills of which notice will be given
this affernoon, is absolutely non-controver-
sial, comprising Bills which in most in-
stances, I think, the leader of the Opposi-
fion has been consulted about, as to whether
they should be put through or not.

Mer. Foley: Does not the Premier see that
even a consultation between the Premier and
the leader of the Opposition may not be
what the House desires? Those hon. gen-
tlemen may not think a motion sufficiently
important to be diseussed, while the indi-
viduality of a private member is ignored by
them altogether.

The PREMIER: Not at all. Besides,
the leaders of parties are supposed to bave
some idea of what individual members re-
quire. At any rate, leaders can econsult
their followers, and if a member wanis more
latitude, or more time, he will be granted
it. I am not going to close up Parliament
at a moment's notice, I can assure hon.
members. Further, I assure them that any
business to be done will not be husiness re-
quiring lengthy discussion. We may differ
with regard to it on one or two points, per-
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haps. The member for Murchison has re-
ferred to the Fire Brigades Bili, If it is of
as much importance, as a number of mem-
bers say, that the measure should he laid
aside, it will be laid aside.

Mr. Holman: To lay it aside will be bet-
ter than to rush it through.

The PREMIER : The hon. member will
have ample time,

Mr. Holman: Several important amend-
ments are required.

The PREMIEE: I do not know that the
Hounse wishes me to outline again the mea-
sures which the Government propose to
drop. I did that some three weeks ago.
Items 2 to B, inclusive, on to-day’s Notice
Paper 1 propose to discharge. The Land
and Income Tax Bill I propose to drop,
and then ask leave to substitute another Bill,
the ordinary taxation measure.

Mr. Willmett: With a proviso altering
the date, T hope?

The PREMIER: That eomes under the
assessment measure. The Dividend Duties
Act Amendment Bill will be discharged, and
the dnties will go on at the ordinary rate.
Dividend duties are not like income tax, re-
quiring to be reimposed each year. That
leaves very little on the Notice Paper—cer-
tainly not much that can he called contro-
versial.

Mr. Foley: What abont the Workers'
Homes Act Amendment Bili? That raises
the question of freehold or leasehold.

The PREMIER: That is not contro-
versial.

Mr. Foley: It is highly controversial.

Hon. J. Scaddan: It is in the last degree
controversial,

The PREMIER : Hon. members can show
that when they are afforded the opportunity.
T cannot go into the merits of every Bill at
this juncture.

Hon. J. Seaddan: T will promise the Pre-
mier a fortmight on the Workers’ Homes
Act Amendment Bill.

The PREMIER: The only other measures
are small, unimportant Bills from the Legis-
lative Council. There is one amending the
Health Aet, which is very short; there is
another dealing with ports and harbours;
and then there is one providing for the
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early closing of barbers’ shops. I do not
think fhere is anything in those measures
which need oeceupy the Chamber for any-
thing like three weeks or a fortnight, or
even three days.  Next, as regards the
settlement of soldiers on the land, which
matter has been referred to by the member
for Fremantle A Land Act Amendment
Bill will be introduced, to-night possibly,
otherwise on Tuesday, by my colleague; and
that Bill makes certain provisions which will
afford ample opportunity for debating the
whole question of settling returned soldiers
on the land.
Mr. Carpenter: That is all we want.

The PREMIER: It will be seen, there-
fore, that veally there is no danger in pass-
ing a motion of this nature, which is de-
signed to expedite the business of the House.

Mr. Underwood: What about railway
freights?

The PREMIER: I give this promise,
that if the leader of the Opposition, or an-
other member, wishes to delay any measure
the Government may introduce, further time
will be allowed. We do not wish to rush
anything through. My desire is to consult
the convenience of hon. members, but I also
wish to wind up the session as scon as we
conveniently can. We have any amount of
work awaiting us in onr offices.

Hon. J. Scaddan: The Workers’ Home
Bill merely represents a party movemeni.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
have an opportunify of disconssing it. The
other measures hefore the Council are those
which we have already passed. I know of
no other Bill of sufficient urgency fo war-
rapt our introducing it now, at so late a
stage. I hope the House will agree to the
motion.

Question put. and passed.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.
. Public Service Act Amendment.
. Horseracing and Trotting Restriction.
. Roads Aet Amendment.

Introduced by the Attorney General.
. Bunbury Town Lot 318.

Introduced by Mr. Thomas.

U NS
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BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the
amendment.

Council without

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
(No. 2.)
Third Reading—Amendment, Six Months.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.55]:
I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.
Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.56]: Kven at this lale siage I
still hope the Minister will withdraw the
Bill. It could have been made a good Bill,
but in its present form it is unworkable and
gontains nothing that will be of advantage
to the trading concerns. The sole object of
the Bill is to prevent any Government engag-
ing in trading concerns. What would bave
been the financial position of the Govern-
ment to-day were it not for our trading con-
cerns? A itile wlile ago we used to be
told that the trading concerns were respon-
sible for the deficit, but we find now from
authoritative stalistics that within the last
monih the business undertakings and trading
concerns have shown a surplus of revenne
over expenditure amounting to £107,063. I
admit that a fair proportion of this is in res-
pect of railways and water supplies, but
even taking out these two items we find that
for ¥ebruary the remainder of the husiness
undertakings and trading econecerns showed a
surplus of rvevenue over expenditure of
£44.049. In other words, if we had not these
trading concerns other than railways
and water sapplies our deficit to-day
wonld have been £44.000 greater than it is
for the month of Iebruary. Yet the
sole intention of the Bill is to res-
trict the establishment of any further trad-
ing concerns. If Ministers are honest in
their expressed desire to drop parfy tactics
in this time of national erisis, the Bill ought
to be withdrawn, During the eight months
of the present financial year the trading con-
eerns and business nndertakings, apart from
railways and water supplies, have shown a
surplus of revenne over expenditure of
£136,342.  Clearly, then, had we not had
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these trading concerns the deficit to-day
would have been £136,000 more than it is.

The Minister for Works: You are includ-
ing the “Kangaroo” in that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will deal with
that presently. The very undertakings te
which hon. members opposite bave offered
so much opposition are now materially help-
ing the Government in their finances. Take
the trading eoncerns that have been discussed
and condemned by members on the Minis-
terial side of the House; in faet the prinei-
pal concerns that have received most of their
severe condemnation and misrepresentation,
such as meat stalls, brickworks, ferries, fish
supply, hotels, implement works, dairy, quar-
ries, shipping and sawmils. This month
those enterprises have shown a surplus
of revenne over expenditure of - £33,448,
which means that had we not had those
enterprises the deficit on the month’s opera-
fions, instead of being £75,000, would have
been £108,000. Tle expenditure on the im-
plement works last month was £3,414, while
the revenue was £24,578. This institution is
paying the money which the Minister 1s re-
funding under another Bill. At the start, of
course, the trading eoncerns were all expen-
diture, but now the tide has turned.

My, Harrisan: TIs the position not ac-
counted for by the new methods of the In-
dustries Assistance Board, who are now
making eash payments?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Ng, becanse tho
payments have not to be met to the same
amount. The cash paymenis for the wheat
are no e¢redit to the Government, beeanse the
PBritish Government provide the money. Pre-
viously our Treasurer had to provide it and
save the farmers the 4 per cent. they pay
to-day. The farmer is paying even more to-
day than he was before. Therefore, 1 am
pointing this out and I think T am justified
in doing so because I and my colleagues
have been attacked repeatedly and severely.
There has been a great deal of misrepresen-
tation in regard to the trading concerns; mis-
representation and nothing but misrepre-
sentation sinee the trading concerns were
bronght into existence. It has gone on day
after day, week after week, and year after
yvear until some people have begun to be-
lieve this erificism. There is no doubf that
if T went out to-morrow and told my friends

on the Chamber of Commerce that there
would have been a deficit this month of
£103,000 but for the trading conmcerns they
would not believe me; but, as a matter of
faet, there has been a saving of £33,000 on
the coneerns which I have already men-
tioned. 'Take the shipping eoncern. On the
scrap-iron things whieh have been talked
about, and which have only been in existence
for a few years, the expenditure for Febru-
ary was £25,028 and the revenue £41,802, and
so members can go right through the trad-
ing concerns which to-day are showing their
worth to the State and protecting the Gov-
ernment by assisting them in their finances.
1 want also o say that the trading concerns
are beneficial to the Government in other
ways as well as assisting direetly in the
finances. Take the brickworks, Immedi-
ately the Government came into office they
raised the price of bricks 5s. per 1,000, and
therc was no necessity to do that.

The Minister for Works: Yes, there was.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: We were manu-
facturing bricks and in the last month that
we were in office 646,000 bricks were manu-
factured at £1 1ls. 1034d. per 1,000; that
inclnded inferest, sinking fund, depreciation,
and every charge imaginable.  The actual
cost of making the bricks was abont £1 Zs.

6d. per 1,000—I might be a peony or
two out, I am not sure. But when
we put on the other charges it

amounts to £1 1ls. 103,d. The Minister
may say that lhias not been the average dur-
ing the time the works have been in pro-
eress; that is true. I admit that they bave
averaged more. But why? In conneetion
with a large number of business undertak-
ings the war has affected them considerably.
Many men had heen trained into the work
and after a while they enlisted and went
away, and we then had to train other men.
When a manufacturing concern gets men
settled and properly going the profit is con-
siderable, and I think 1 can be proved eon-
clusively that bricks can be made at a profit
and sold at £2 per 1,000. Prior to this the
Gevernment were paying £2 10s. per 1,000.
They manufactured them at £ 11s. 104,
and as good a brick and larger in size. To-
day the Government are paying £2 5s. per
1,000 for bricks,
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The Minister for Works: Who is paying
£2 5s.7

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is the price
the Government have been paying for bricks,
The position is that the price to private
people who desire to build wonld have to be
at a higher rate. Then let us take into con-
sideration other maiters. Perhaps the hon.
member would teli me what is the price of
ihe work at the Mundaring Weir which is
being carried on at the present time. I
think it is several hundred pounds less than
the contract price. The work has satisfied
the Government and the job has been turned
out satisfactorily.  Tlhere is no doubi the
meat stalls have saved the people in the
metropolitan area a considerable amount of
money, thousands of pounds, and they have
not cost the State one penny.

The Minister for Works: Yes they have.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Becanse they have
made a profit ever since they have been in
existence, and they have paid everything—
management, interest, and sinking fund, and
they have not cost the State one penny, be-
sides they have saved the public a consider-
able amount of money. There is a small
institution T always like to refer to, the
dairy at Claremont. Members who visited
the Children’s hospital at the time the mem-
her for Boulder and myself went there must
know the worth of this institution. The
good cannot be measured in pounds, shil-
lings and pence, and even taking the matter
from a finaneial standpoint it has not cost
the State anything. Where could there be
a greater monument than the testimony of
the medieal men at the Children’s hospital.
They said that this supply of pure milk had
been the means of saving the lives of hun-
dreds of children’; yet with such a Bill as the
one under consideration the Government
could not take the action which they did to
prevent the loss of life amongst children.

Mr. Heitmann: Why did they not treat
the milk which they said caused so many
deaths—treat it for bacteria?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T may say in
reply to the hon. member that they tried
evervthing possiblee. We were accused of
persecution, not prosecution, becaunse we
were bringing the dairymen to the courts.
The doctors at the Children’s hospital con-
demned all the milk sold. When the member
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for Boulder and myself visited the institu-
tion tinned milk was being used there, but
now they have a good and pure milk supply.
I am pointing this out to show how far-
reaching a Bill of this kind can be., If we
pass the third reading soch things as have
occurred for the Children’s hospital eannot
take place and the children will die before
anything ean be done.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense.

Mr. Munsie: It is an aetual fact.

Hon. J, Scaddan: It is in the Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Bill says—

No trading concerns other than those
to which this Act applies or shall apply
unless expressly anthorised by Parliament
he hercafter establighed or earried on by
the Government of the State or by any
persen acting on hehalf of such Govern-
ment or under its authority.

Is that not plain enough?

Hon, J. Scaddan: Read the definition of
trading concerns.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Under similar
circumstances if a Bill of this character had
been in existance at the time we were called
on hy the then President of the Children’s
hospital, Mr. Lovekin, who I suppose is also
supporting the Bill but does nob realise it,
then we could have done nothing. The
president begged of us to assist in every
manner o give the Children’s hospital a pure
milk supply. On this visit we were accom-
panied by the vice-president, Mr. Baity,
and one or two other gentlemen. Yet mem-
bers by passing a Bill of this kind say that
in future nothing shall he done. I would
like to ask the Minister for Works to reeon-
sider his decision, If the Bill would be of
any benefit to him in emrrying on the trad-
ing eoncerns and assisting him in any way, I
would not take up the attilude which I am
doing. Very rarely are malters diseussed
on the third reading but we must do this
becanse T know the Government will gain
nothing by this Bill. There is nothing in the
Bill that will improve the position of any of
the works or that will assist the Government
financially, but there is sufficient in the Bill
to do an injury to these institutions.

Sitting suspended from .15 to 7.30 p.om.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No matter how
necessary it was, in the interests of the
health of the public, and of our children and
our Children’s Hospital, this would prohibit
any Government laking the stand which the
previous Government did when called on by
the proprietors of the Daily News and the
president of the Children’s Hospital Com-
mittee to get them out of a difficulty and
stop the large mortality which was taking
place at that institution at that time. It
was stated that the dairy was oot men-
tioned in this Bill, but if we read the
Bill closely we can eome to no other con-
conclusion than that all trading concerns
which come inte competition with any busi-
ness already established are brought under
the provisions of this measure. It is im-
possible to start any trading concern. No
matter what the private business may be, or
whether it is a legitimate business and not
properly carried out the Government could
not interfere without first getting the con-
sent of Parliament, no maiter how nrgent the
question or how great the necessity for
bringing it into operation. The 3Alinister
poinfs out the necessity for having a bank-
ing account established. T do not object to
that so long as the trading concern involved
is put on a similar bhasis to that of private
people who are carrying on a sunilar busi-
ness. 1 raised the objeetion once before in re-
gard to dealing with the matter of interest.
This is one of the reasons why I really
desire that the Minister would withdraw the
Bill at the present juncture.

Hon. J. D, Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You are nof serious?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am serious,
and am going to vote against it. The Gov-
ernment, by a Bill of this kind, has an op-
portunity of dealing unfairly with trad-
ing concerns. They can make a profit out
of the interest. The interest payable has
to be fixed by the Treasurer, which shows
clearly that if the members of the Govern-
ment had not on a certain oceasion in this
Chamber sab back and folded their arms
and said. ‘“We do not intend to have any-
thing more to do with it,”’ an improvement
might have been made in a Bill of this de-
scription. These trading concerns have at
all times fo pay interest, which is right
that thev should pay to the Siate.
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The Minister for Railways: They ought
to. .
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And they do so.
I endeavoured on another Bill the other
day to point out how one of our works
wounld be affected by the passing of the
Trading Coneerns Aet. We had at Fre-
mantle the engineering works.  These
works used to carry oui almost all the
works necessary in eonnection with the Fre-
mantle Harbour and other underiakings of
a public nature in this State. No interest
was charged on the working capital, nor
upon the capital expended on the works
themselves. The amount was only charged
for the work actually done. If T am not
mistaken, at that time the costs were
not kept in the same manner as they were
kept under the Trading Concerns Aet dur-
ing the past 18 months or so. I admit that,
at the start, costs were not kept in connee-
tion with the North Fremantle works, The
Minister is, however, in a position now to
know the cost of work carried out so far
as this trading concern goes. On the 30th
June, 1916, when the balance sheet was pre-
pared, there was owing to the State Tmple-
ment Works by the Government approxi-
mately £35,000, that is for works done for
the Government in connection with the
various Joan works which were earried ont
at that time. Suppose the Minister, under
a Bill of this deseription—and this is one
of the directions in which a remedy shonid
be effected—charged interest on  this
£35,000, it only meant taking the interest
out of one pocket and putting it inie the
other.

The Minister for Works: Ii meant put-
ting the account straight, avd placing the
burden where it should be earried.

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: It did nol save
a penny to the State.

The Minister for Works: That is mis-

leading.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is not iis-
teading. I thank the Minister for his in-

terjection, because I would like to point
out that immediately he took control of
the trading concerns, though the Aet did
not provide for it, he burdened our State
engineering and iwmplement works with this
interest, and they had ne opportunity of
transferving it to loan works carried out
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for the Government. If there was a sum
of £5,000 due for interest, and the Minis-
ter said it should be paid, the State would
have been charged that £35,000. It is only
a book entry, and the implement works
would not be affected at all. The policy
of the Government is, if possible, to con-
demn these trading concerns.

The Minister for Railways:
support them?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: DBeeanse they
have been beneficial to the State.

The Minister for Railways: They are not.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: They are. I have
already proved that to the Minister and
will give him the figures again.

Hon, J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): What about the fish shops?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have also
been heneficial to the State.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Hoporary Minis-
ter): Was there not a loss of £10,000 in
two vears?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I do not take
much notice of some of the figures that
are given. After reading some of the
statements made by the member of the
Governmeni, who is represented in this
House by the Honorary Minister, and com-
paring them with the actual facts, one sees
that one must look earefully into that hon.
gentleman’s figures,

Hon, J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minis-
ter) : You do not deny that the fish shops
made an enormous loss? .

Mr, CARPENTER: They are only a
bagatelle.

The Minister for Works: Did they col-
lect as mueh money as they paid away?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The fish shops
had scarcely got establisied before the
hon. member said that they showed a tre-
mendous loss,

The Minister for Works:
Iosing £90 a week.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The man whe
was ranning them for the Government is
running them to-day and making a sucecess
of them.

The Minister for Works:
they did not make a profit.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The shop did
make a profit and the hon. member knows

Why do you

They were

You said that
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it, The Minister of Agricnlture alse knows
that the meat shops at Fremantle made o
very substantial profit. The implement
works were charged this year approximately
£11,000 for interest, supposed to be on the
working capital, from their very commence-
ment. When a private company is fioated,
the shareholders put their money into
shares. First, they pay their deposit, and
then a certain amount of the ecapital is
called up. That money is paid into the
compuny and if there is any profit, inter-
est or dividends are paid. If there is no
profit there are no dividends and no in-
terest. If there 1s a loss a further eall
is made in order to obtain the required
capital, The Minister made the engineer-
ing works at North Fremantle pay inlerest
on Government works which cost the Gov-
ernment not a penny.

The Minister for Railways :
someone must have suffered.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will show the
difference between earrying out Government
work and earrying out private work. I have
not the exact figures, but, if I mistake not,
during the first monthg of 1916 the imple-
ment works sold £40,000 or £50,000 worth
of agrienltural implements in Western Aus-
tralia, a large proportion being sold on bills,
In fact, the Industries Assistance Board in
many instances paid the first instalment and
the balance was on bills. The hills included a
charge for interest made against the pur-
chaser. I believe the rate of interest is eight
per cent.—much less than private manufaec-
turers charge, by the way. On Government
work, however, no interest whalever was
charged.

The Minister for Works:
cident of trade. _

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister,
however, comes along and says, “Now we
are going to make the works pay interest.”
That is how a loss comes to be shown, Ap-
proximately £35,000 was outstanding to the
implement works from Government depari-
ments on the 30th June last. The Govern-
ment have drawn this Bill in such a manner
as to prevent the manager of the implement
works from charging interest on Govern-
ment work. On ihe second reading I raised
a question in regard to any balance to the

Surely

That is an in-
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credit of a trading eoncern. Two clanses of
the Bill could, in this connection, have been
considerably improved in Commiitee had the
then Minister so desired. One clause pro-
vides that any balance standing to the credit
of a State trading concern’s banking ae-
count was to be applied as the Governor
might direct. In the absence of uny diree-
tion, the balance was to be transferred to
next year's accounts. That sounds very
feasible; but it shows clearly that we are
Jjustified in asking the Government, even at
this junecture, for an opportunity to recon-
sider the Bill—asking them even to with-
draw the Bill for the time being, and intro-
duce another measure in its place tater. A
further clanse provides that any profit—the
only balance a State trading eoncern could
bave would he profit—shall be paid into
Consolidated Revenue. The one elause of-
fects the other. The Governor will never
direct that money shall be retained to meet
interest on the capital invested in a trading
concern. “The Governor,” in this connec-
tion, means the Gavernor in Couneil, and
that means the WMinister conlrolling the
works. It comes to (his, that the Treasurer
will get hold of the money on the 30th June
and nse it for the purpose of earrying on
the business of the State. I pointed out pre-
viously how unfair such a proceeding would
be to the State trading concerns. They are
called on to pay inlerest on capilal; a pri-
vate company pays no interest,, that is to
say, no dividend, unless sufficient profit is
earned. That is the difference beiween a pri-
vate company and a State trading concern.
A private company, making a profit of
£100,000 in a year, might apply £50,000 to
the payment of a dividend, and put the
other £30,000 to reserve. No privaie com-
pany would bank the reserve money to earn
three per cent. interest, and then, for the
purpose of ecarrying on Dbusiness, borrow
From the banker at seven or eight per cent.
Yet that is what is here proposed for trad-
ing eoncerns. 1f a trading coneern had
£30,000 profit accrued on the 30th June
then, under this Bill, on the 1st Julv there
would be nothing left of that profit, and the
concern would have to borrow, as the profit
would have heen transferved to the Consoli-
dated Revenne. Is it possible to ecarry on
a2 State trading eoncern successfully under
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such a disability? If Ministers want to kill
the Btate trading concerns, let them say so.

The Minister for Railways: The State
trading eoncerns have not paid their way.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have paid
their way, as I proved this afterncon. Ae-
eording to the Treasury figures published in
this wmorning'’s West Australian, lhe Govern-
ment have received £136,000 from the State
trading concerns in eight mooths, That is
to say, the State trading eoncerns, apart
from the Railway Department and the
Water Supply Department, had o surplus
of £136,000 over expenditare. And yet Min-
isters tell ws that these concerns are the ruin
of the country. On the contrary, they keep
down the deficit. 1 hope the House will give
the matter close consideration, becaunse in
the interests of the pcople the Stafe trading
concerns should be made suecessfuol, and
should be carried on in a proper manner.
The hon. gentleman in clarge of most of the
State trading concerns will admit that the
implement works are under the charge of as
good a man as could be obtained. The Min-
ister for Industries will admit that the man-
ager of the implement works is doing his ut-
most to make the proposition payable. T
regret, however, that owing to the falling off
in work—not owing to any falling off in the
mapagement—only half the men are neces-
sary to keep the works employed.

Mr. Harrvison: The manager has no
business to keep the men there, then.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That position is
due to the war. Ever since (he esiablish-
ment of the State trading concerns, there
has been an effort to condemn them, on the
ground that they did not at once become
payable proposilions, The fact that they did
nol prove pavable from the very outset is
due lo the war, which has affected the ont-
put and made materials exceptionally ex-
pensive.

The Minister for Works: You kaow dif-
ferently from that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know that what
T am speaking is the truth. The Minister
for Works and the Premier have repeatedly
asked me, “What did you do? TWhat did
vou tell us? When I had the honour of
occupying & Ministerial ebair in this House,
[ enlightened hon. members as to the exact
position of every State trading concern.
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Otherwise I should have failed in my duty.
1t is easy, when things are going on snceess-
fully, to say that one concern has made a
large profit, and that another is flourishing,
and that a third is doing well. But it takes
some courage to state the opposite position.
I told hon. members the truth. I told them
that we intended to remedy matters; and
let me point out that in our last year
we elfected a saving of £18,00¢ on the im-
plement works alone. We turned a loss of
£12,000 on the manufacturing aceount of
the implement works for one year into a
profit of £6,000 for the next year.

The Minister for Railways: Without in-
terest?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Without interest,
becanse the Government did not pay inter-
est on work done for them.

The Minister for Works: The accounts
do not show that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The aceounts do
show it. The gross profit on manufacturing
aecount for 1915-16 was £6,400 12s. 7d.
Those are the fignres published by the Min-
ister for Works. And yet that hon. gentle-
man says the figures do not show what I
state. These are balance sheet figures. For
the previons financial year there was a loss
of £12,400 on manufacturing account.

The Minister for Wurks: Up to the end
of last month the works had lost £30,000.
What is the use of this silly talk about a
profit?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. gentle-
man is trying to draw a red herring across
the trail. T referred explicitly to the manu-
facturing account. Hon, members will bear
me out in that. I said the manufacturing
account for the last financial year showed
a profit of £6,400. However, standing
charges are very high; and hon. members
know the chief reason for that. The At-
torney General during his electioneering in
the Canning district condemned the imple-
ment works, saying that the plant was old,
and the patterns old, and much of the mach-
inery practically useless, Of course, one
can  oceasionally excuse statements made
during election campaigns. The fact of
the matter is that the old plant and old
patterns were previously owned by the Gov-
ernment, and that they were transferred to
the implement works from the Fremantle
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Harbour engineering workshops. They were
transferred at cost, although some of them
had been in use as far back as 1901. No
money was paid; the whole thing was merely
a book entry. In that way capital charges
have been piled up on the implement works.

The Minister for Works: There is no use
whatever in discussing that.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister will
have an opportunity of diseussing it later.

The Minister for Works: Unfortunately,
1 shall not. That is where the unfairpess
comes in. I cannot reply.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister
knows that what I am saying is perfectly
correct.

The Minister for Works: I believe you
are saying what you believe to be correct.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The whole
of the machinery and patterns held at
North Fremantle were transferred to
Rocky Bay, and charged up at cost to
capital account. A large proportion of
the machinery at the implement works to-day
has been in use for 20 or 30 years.
In regard to the State hotels there is no de-
preciation shown te the full value. And
the same thing applies to the trading con-
cerns. Take the sawmills. Everybody
knows that the timber trade during the past
two years has been in a very bad condition.
Even Millar’s, who were the largest em-
ployers of Jdabour, and were responsible for
the biggest output of timber, were unable
to declare a dividend this year owing to the
dislocation of trade brought about by the
war. How do the Government expect the
State sawmills to be in a different position
from the private mills? Just after the war
started Millar’s dismissed a large number of
men, and if employmeni had not been

“found for them by the State those men

would have had to fall back on the Chari-
ties Department. They approached the
Government and asked for work. The men
were in earnest, and we put them on in con-
nection with the sawmills, and arranged that
the married men should be allowed to earn
50s. per week and the single men 30s. per
week. They were to cat sleepers and about
£00,000 was spent in that direction. In
carrying out this arrangement the Govern-
ment were only doing what the previous
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Government had done in connection with the
Denmark estate. The difference was, how-
ever, that the land at Denmark was cleared
in such a way that the money was entirely
wasted. The sleepers which were eut im-
proved by heing allowed to dry and as soon
as the war is over there will be a markef for
them. When I took office the manager of
the sawmills stated that it would be unfair
to expect the mills to earry the burden of
thal expenditure. If he were expected to
do it he said he would not be able to carry
on, I told him that the works should not
pay interest on the amount which was spent
because the cutting of the sleepers was an
arrangement merely to provide work for
unemployed,

The Minister for Works: Did you leave a
minute to that effect?

Flon. W, C. ANGWIX: No; I told the
manager that. When the present Minister
for Works took office he decided to charge
the sawmills with interest amounting to
£7,000 on the expenditure involved.

The Minister for Warks: Thoese sleepers
are ineluded in the assets.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The value of the
sleepers, but not the interest.

The Alinister for Works: [ said you did
quite right in ecutting those sleepers.

“Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : T claim that it was
not right to charge saw mills interest on the
£90,000 spent on work which was not then
required. The Minister who represents the
Government in another place caused a cable
to be sent to England and telegrams to the
Eastern States, which set out that the saw-
mills showed a defieit of £103,000. The
leader writer of the Melbourne Age natur-
ally thought that the defieit was a loss, and
he wrote, pointing oui the danger of a Gov-
ernment embarking on trading concerns.
What are the facts? T have here a balance
sheet which was handed by the Minister for
Works to the Press, and at the time the saw-
mills were supposed to have shown a loss of
£103,000 they actually had £12,000 to their
credit.

The Minister for Railways: That i1s not
eash; that is assets.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister
knows that the stocks were valued at a low
price.
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Mr. Wansbrough: The sleepers were in-
eluded.

The Minister for Works: I do not want
to say mueh, but I could say a lot.

Hon. J. Seaddan: It is a pity for you to
have to bold your mouth.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The interest on
the £90,000 should have ecome from revenue.
Was interest charged on the work done at
Deninark? Hon. members know that it was
not. The only difference between these fwo
works was that that earried out af Denmark
represented a waste of money, while the
work of cutting the sleepers has given us a
valuable asset. As hon. members know, the
aceounts of the trading coneerns eclose on
the 30th June, and the balance sheets must
be anditéd and placed on the Table of the
Honse by the 30th September.

The Minister for Works: If this Bill
jrasses there will he no treuble about that.

Hon. J. Seaddan: You do not require &
Bill to do that.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Before 1 left
office I was in the position to know the
financial state of the implement works and
sawmills, and yet it was several months later
hefore we got the balance sheets. They
were given to the Fress with a footnote
which set out that they were liable to be
altered in the audit. It is almost an im-
possibility, owing to the great amount of
work the Auditor General’s Department has
to do, to get the balance sheets audited by
the 30th Septemher. Every endeavour has
been made during the past two years to get
the balance sheets here at the earliest pos-
sible momenf. Before I left offiece T was in
a position to tell hon, members the finanecial
condition of the works, vet it was months
tater hefore we received the bhalance sheet.
The truth is there are so many halanee
sheets to get out at the one time that the
Auditor General’s staff requires to be
doubled to satisfactorily cope with the work.
The Minister for Railways has stated that
the trading concerns are detrimental to the
State. I have proof thai they have been
beneficial to the State. During February
the meat stalls, brickworks, ferries, fish sap-
ply, hotels, Tmplement works, dairies, ship-
ping, and sawmills—ihe most abused of our
trading concerns—showed a surplus of rev-
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enue over expenditure amounting to £33,448;
the total surplus of revenue over expenditure
frow all the trading ¢oncerns outside of rail-
ways and water supplies amounted to £44,049
in February, while the surplus for the eight
months represented £136,342.  This serves
to bear out the predictions of the Treasurer
who, on introducing his Estimates, said that
he anticipated receiving from the trading
concerns a surplus of revenue over expendi-
ture of £83,508. In last month alone he re-
ceived £33,000 of this from the concerns
I have named, or a total of £44,049,
These are the figures of the Government.
in the past members of the Government
persistently endeavoured to show the people
how dangerous were the trading eoncerns to
the financial position of the State. To-day
the Government have produced figures show-
ing a surplus of £136,000 from frading
concerns and husiness undertakings other
than the railways and water supply. I
want hon. members to realise the danger in
the Bill. When the ¢hairman of the Chiid-
ren’s Hospital waited on myself and Mr,
Collier and, pointing to the large number
of infants dying for want of pure milk,
snggested that to protect the lives of the
children it was necessary that the Govern-
menf should wndertake the sapply of pure
milk, we agreed to do it. Tf the Bill we are now
considering had been in existence then we
could not have Inaugurated the pure milk
supply until sueh time as Parliament met.
I ask members to pause hefore they pass the
Bill. It is unusual to oppose a measure on
the third reading. Only once before, in 14
years of Parliamentary life, have T taken
this action. T would not have taken it to-
day had I not believed that the Bill is a
party measure, detrimental to the intevests
of the State, and that it will not assist the
Minister to bring about any improvement in
our trading concerns, but will merely give
him power to take action inimieal to those
concerns. I ask the Government to lay the
Bill aside and show some eonfidence in
future Administrations.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle} [8.25]:
My justification for speaking on the third
reading is that I regard some of the pro-
visions of the Bill as mischievous and dan-
gerous to the pnblic welfare. This after-
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noon the Premier declared that the Govern-
ment had no intention of pushing any party
legislation through between this and the end
of the session, that he was gquite prepared
to consult the views of members on this side
as to what should or should not be passed.

The Minister for Works: He had to go on
with the Qrders of the Day.

Mr. CARPENTER: He had no hesitation
in wiping out the majority of the Orders of
the Day. It is remarkable that, while ex-
pressing bis willingness to meet members on
this side in respect of so many of the Bills
which we have been diseussing for months
past, the 'remier shonld have made an ex-
ception of this one, which of all is most con-
tentions from a party point of view,

The Minister for Works: It is not party,
it is only business,

Mr. CARPENTER: I do not know whe-
ther there is any harmony hetween the Mini-
ster for Works and the Premier in respect
of the Bill. I have a shrewd suspicion that
it is the stubbornness of the Minister for
Works which is attempting to foree the Bill
through in spite of the fael that the Pre-
mier realises that it is no time for party
fighting. The Premier has declared from the
publie platform that this is a lime for the
cessution of party strife and the promotion
of a national spirit. I regard the Premier as
having sufficient honesty 1o refrain Irom
making such a declaration from the public
platform if in his heart he intended to come
to the Honse and forece parly measures
through with a majority of one voie, 1 have
a suspicion that it is the Minister for Works
we are up against, and not his colleagues of
the Ministry, 1 ean understand that, he-
cause [ believe that the chiel reason for the
introduction of this Bill is that when hon.
menithers now on the Treasury henches sat
on this side of the Flouse, they raised a con-
tinuong ery sgainst the Government’s policy
of trading concerns.

The Minister for Works: And they were
perfectly justified, too.

My, CARPENTER:
that presently,

Mr. Heitmann: This is where party comes
in.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Hon. J. Seaddan; It is party, absolutely.

Wea will see as to
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Mr. CARPENTER: The point I am en-
deavouring to stress is that the hon, gentle-
men now occupying the Treasury bench were
so loud in their condemnation of a poliey of
State trading, and the Minister for Works,
who is in charge of this Bill, was particu-
larly so, they are wvpow endeavouring to
Jjustify that hestility by pushing tbrough a
Bill of some sort. They dare not go to the
country again without having made some
show of carrving out when in office the hos-
tility they professed so londly when in oppo-
sition.

My, Huodson: They have to obey the in-
structions of their masfers, the monopelists.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am not going to
say that.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Oh, say it.

Mr. CARPENTER: But perhaps I am
putting the same idea in a somewhat modi-
fied form when I say that they must placate
that section. 1i is my honest eonviction thal
this is a Bill for party purposes, is an at-
tempt to justify their hostility to what the
previous Government did with such hene-
fietal effeets to the country at large.

The Minister for Works: I can assure von
it is nothing of the kind.

Hon. J. Seaddan: We are not prepared fo
aecepf your assurance,

Mr. CARPENTER: A continuous ery
was raised by the Ministers when in opposi-
tion that the frading concerns must be con-
demned becanse they were not paying, were
costing the country thousands of ponnds. Is
that the hasis of the hostility to the trading
concerns now? e then said, when advo-
caling this poliey, that we wanted only the
same chance which every private business
man wanted of establishing going concerns.

The Minister for Works: Any private con-
cern would have been bankrupt long before
now,

Mr. CARPENTER: No private business
man would have heen bankrupt if he had the
necessary capital and had counted the cost.
He would be a fool who wonld enter on such
undertakings without counting the cost. In
any private veniure of any magnitude it is
expected that for a year or two, perhaps
more, there wounld bhe a deficit. No private
business of any magnitude can be expected
to show a profit in its first years. I am en-
deavouring to show that the Labour Govern-
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ment asked in this regard to be treated just
as an ordinary private individual in busi-
ness, that the works be given an opportunity
of establishing themselves and of proving
that they could be made profitable.  And
every month that goes by proves the correet-
ness of our contention. We do not bear so
much to-day about the losses on the trading
concerns. JI the Joss is mentioned at all,
it is a liny ery from the Honorary Minister
{(Hon. ). D. Connolly) about the fish shops.
It is fair to remind present Ministers, who
opposed us so bitterly on this question, that
when on Lhis side their ehief ery was against
the State steamers.

Hon. J. Scaddan:
that now.

Mr. CARPENTER : If there was one thing
we grew lired of, it was of hearing the
then leader of the Opposition (Hon. Frank
Wilson) rising day after day with questions
calling the aitention of the country to the
awful losses and the awful bungling in con-
nection with the State sleamers. Yei to-day
he finds himself in the position that one of
the most profitable of those concerns is the
State steamers.

Mr. Wanshrough: Is iliat not due to the
faet that war is on?

Mr. CARPENTER: I submit the hon.
member’s contention is not quiie fair. I
would point ont to the member for Beverley
that the Labour Government had to take
the risk, war or no war, and if it be a fact
that the war has made the steamship ven-
ture a little more profitable, it is also a faet
that the war has adversely affected nearly
every other of the State trading concerns.
If le claims that the war has rendered the
steamships more profitable, then, to be quite
fair, he must admit that the war has mili-
tated against the other concerns and made
them less profilable. But, in spite of the
war, and of the consequent dislocation of
irade, the passing of every month makes
these trading concerns more profitable; and
as the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) bhas poinled out, had
it not been for the surplns from trading
concerns during the past few months, the
deficit which is to-day beginning to open the
eyes of Ministers would have been even
larger.

They have dropped
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The Minister for Works: Do you call the
collecting of old debts profits?

Mr. CARPENTER: Wa pointed oui to
the Minister when he was on this side of
the House, and fo his colleagues, that it
was not fair to quote the month’s incomings
and the month’s expenditure; but that did
not affect their eriticisms.

The Minister for Works: I should like to
point out one speech of mine in which I
did that.

Hon. J, Secaddan: We ghould have to
adjourn for a wmonth to look up all your
speeches on the subject,

Mr. CARPENTER : The Minister will not
deny that it was pointed out again and
again by us that it was unfair, and was mis-
representing the position, to take the
monthly returans only.

The Minister for Works: You cannot
find a speech of mine in which I did that.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You never make a
speech, you always ramble.

Mr. CARPENTER: If the Minister says
he did not use that argument, I accept his
denial; but he knows it was used by mem-
bers of his party from this side time after
time. A good deal of the hostility to trad-
ing concerns was created by that very mis-
representation o which I am now referring,
and it is only because time is on our side,
heeause the facts are proving the justice of
our then contentions, ihat Ministers have to
bring in a miserable Bill of this sort so as
to be able to say to their coostituents by-
and-bye, “We were opposed to State trad-
ing concerns, and we brought in a Bill to
dispose of them.” T question very much
whether the Minister honestly intends dis-
posing of any of those comeerns.

The Minister for Works: I will sell them
all if T get the chance; that is straight
enough, is it not?

Mr. CARPENTER: Fortunately, the
Minister has to consult the wishes of some-
one other than himself. Tt wounld be g sorry
day for the country had he the power of
a dictator to dispose of trading concerns
without having to consult somebody more
wise than himself.

The Minister for Works: You need not
worry on that score.

Mr. CARPENTER: The war came just
as these concerns were established, just as
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the money had been expended, and as rev-
enue would have come in but for the war;
yet, in spite of that disability, the State

_trading concerns are proving themselves.

This is shown in the figures quoted by the
member for North-East Fremantle. I hope
those figures will be published and will be
read by the member for Nortbam (Hon. J.
Mitchell}, who does not appear to have seen
or heard of them previously, If they are
published and read by the people, it will
prove to them that the tale of losses, printed
under hig headlines in the newspapers, and
which misled the public so wickedly, were
untrue. And when the true facts come to
be known, the publi¢ will roundly eondemn
those hon. gentlemen who posed as saving
the country from loss, which they made the
people helieve were due to the trading con-
cerng, but which they knew guite well were
not so in fact at all.

The Minister for Works: The facts do
not support vou, you know.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am convinced that
the policy of State trading is still approved
by the vast majority of the people of the
State, and that, therefore, this Bill is against
the convictions of the people. 1 would not
mind so much if the Government had be-
hind them the approval of a publie vote,
if there liad heen an appeal to the people
and the Government had come back with a
majority pledged to iniroduce a Bill of this
charaeter. What I eomplain about and pro-
test against is that this Bill is heing foreed
on the House with the assistance of mem-
hers on the eross benclies whe were never
authorised by the votes of their electors to
support a Bill of this character. 1 make
bold to say that if the members of the Coun-
try party, who must aceept the responsi-
bility for pushing this Bill through, were
to go back to their eonstitnents, their action
wounld not he endorsed.

The DMMinister for Works:
happy on it, anyhow.

Mr. CARPENTER: There is only one
of them present, and he always looks happy.

The Minister for Works: That is right;
he has a clear conscience.

Mr. CARPENTER: It was most amaz-
ing {0 hear an interjection just now from
the cross benches that if the Government de-
sire to start a trading concern, they could

They look
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do so, and obtain the authority of Parlia-
ment afterwards, or something to that ef-
fect. That interjection throws a flood of
light wpon what is in the minds of some
members who are helping to put this Bill
through. But if they believe the Govern-
ment, after the passage of this Bill, would
possess the power which that interjeciion
implies, they are making a serions mistake.
Further than that, if they think there is any
Toophole ai atl whieh gives the Government
power to start a trading concern, in spite of
this Bill, they are not treaiing this House,
or the country, honestly. Either this Bill
will, or will not, do what it purports. The
Minister in charge says that if it is left to
him he wil! dispose of the trading concerns.
I am not complaining of that. What I am
complaining about is that the Government
are being supported by members of this
House, some of whown have the nofion that,
in spite of this Bill, if they want some con-
cern started, it ean be done.

The Minister for Works: They have got
confidence in the people they are suppori-
ing.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am not so sure
about that. 1t is not in the Bill. If it were
part of the Bill T should be delighted to dis-
cuss the question of the confidence imposed
in the present Government by members of
the cross benches. Unfortunately, I cannot
because the Standing Orders will not permit
it. The Minister is getting sapport from
the eross benches for this Bill evidently un-
der a false understanding.

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. CARPENTER: One hon. member
from that side of the House intimated by
interjection that in spite of the Bill trading
concerns could be started by the Govern-
ment and that they conld justify themselves
to Parliament afterwards.

The Minister for YWorks:
good faith they have in us.

AMr. CARPENTER: That is what comes
of having a coalition of parties who have
but litfle in commmon, and having one party
which has sold ilself into the hands of the
Government, who are manipulating it and
using it for their own parly purposes
against ihe interesis of the people. QOnly
last year ihe farmers were called upon to
pay £21,000 to the insurance companies for

1t shows the
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the insurance of their wheat stacks, and
£18,000 odd of that amount was clear profit
to those companies.

The Minister for Railways:
stupidity.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Minister ean-
not deny the figures. If members of the
Country party do not want a repetilion of
this they should at least keep the road open
for the establishment of branches of insur-
ance in eonnection with the wheat scheme,
under which the Government eould do what
they have done in regard to the workers’
compensation of Government employees. If
this Bill is passed this eannot be done. There
is evidently some understanding between the
Country party and the Government that, if
they pass this Bill for political purposes in
order to save the face of Ministers, and if
the Country party want something done tbe
Government will do it. Is that treating the
House or the country honestly? This is a
measure brought in for purely party pur-
Peses. I am not going to allow myself to be-
lieve that the Government are going to tie
themselves up in the way this Bill purports
to do. The policy of State trading has justi-
fied itself. IL has the approval of ihe ma-
jority of the people of the State, and is in
keeping with the policy adopted by every
civilised eountry. Great Britain, most con-
servative in ils methods, is going in for na-
lional trading in a way which was never con-
femplaied years ago.

That is your

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment get asthority first.

My. CARPENTER: The Government
had no authority, it simply went to work as
a Government and established huge trading
concerns. 1 believe thai they did not even
put a Bill through for the purpose. Al-
though these trading concerns have heen es-
tablished purely for war purposes, I am
convinced that when the war is over the peo-
ple of Great Britain will have realised the
benefit of national organisalion, and will
never go back to the old competitive order
of things which existed two and a half years
ago.

The Minister for Works: You do not
call these concerns of yours organised trad-
ing coneerns, do you?

Mr, CARPEXTER: I do, though ihe
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Minister may not. To me they ave the
seientific organisation of industry and trade,
a poliey which every sonnd economist to-day
has advoealed, pointing out that the old
order has broken down and must fail, that
there is only one sound policy to pursne,
namely, for the State to take eharge of eon-
cerns in which monopolies exist and so pro-
tect the people from their depredations. This
Bill is an attempt to go back, to check the
growth of public opinion, and prevent the
peopie from doing what they may want to
do ten vears henee but will be unable to do
if this Bill goes on the statnte-book.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS (Hon.
J. Mitchell—Northam) {8-52]: I have
listened with amusement to the remarks
of the memnber for Fremantle (Mr. Car-
penter). Why can we not consider this
Bill fairly, ealmly, and quietly and in the
interests of the people ! Why cannot we
determine to do the best that is possible
for the people? I ask hon. members
opposite to think, have these trading con-
corns worked any good to any section of
the community ?

Hon. J. Scaddan : The whole community.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They have not.

Hon. J. Scaddan: And no less a person
amongst the ¢community than the Treasurer
himself.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : Out-
gide the implement works they have not
meant the employment of a single additional
man.

. Hon. J. Scaddan :
mills ?

The MINISTER FOR RATILWAYS :- The
timber trade was well catered for by private
companies. All the export that could be
met was met before this trading concern
was established by these private companios.
Not one individual more has had work
because the State sawmills have been
established.

Hon. J. Scaddan : What about the State
steamers ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : No
one has benefited by the State trading
¢oncerns.

Hon. J. Scaddan:
hotels ?

The MINISTER FOR WORXS:
did not sell good liquor.

What ahout tho saw-

What about Siate

You

[ASSEMBLY.}

The MINISTER FOR DRAILWAYS:
This vast expenditure of public funds has
not meant the employment of a single
additional individual in the State except
at the irmplement works at North Fre-
mantle.

Hon., J. Scaddan: You are guite wrong.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : Not
at all. All the work done by the Government
to-day was done by someone else hefore
the Government undertook it.

Mr. Munsie : Who did the sawmilling in
the karri country before the establishment
of the State sawmills ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Only reckless moen would have undertaken
the task of erecting sawmills in the karri
country at such an enormous cost. The
hon. member knows that powellisod karri
has been used to take the place of good
jarrah.

Mr, Munsie: Rubbish!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
was merely tho cutting of karri to replace
jarrah, which would have been cut had not
karri mills been established. It is quite
problematical yet whether we were justified
in establishing sawmills in the karri country.
I admit that up to date the powellising of
karri has succeeded, but it is all s question
of titme. Time alone will prove whether
powellised karri is equal to jarrah. I
doubt if it ever will be considered equal
to jarrah, We have yet to learn whether
poweilising is a satisfactory process, and
have yet to exploit the markets of the worid
with powellised karri. It is also doubtful
whether we will get a big export trade in
that commodity.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Why decry your own
products ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not decrying any of our valuable in-
dustries. Hon. members opposite say that
they should be untrarnmelled if they get
back upon the Treasury benches, and should
be allowed to do what they please in this
matter without consulting Parliament.

Hon. J. Scaddan.: If we get the will of
the people, who not ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They should not expect to be placed in
that position.

Hon. J. Scadden :
day.

You did it the other
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Constitutional measures must be followed.
No one objects to any enterprise being
shown by any Government in a legitimate
direction, but no Government should be
allowed to establish any industry at any
time and in any place they please.

Hon. J. Scaddan : You are doing it now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : No,
we are not. I have just been down to the
karri conntry. I find that the mills there
are fine mills and heve been put up at
enormous cost. They have absorbed hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds but have not
meant the employment of a single additional
worker.

Mr. Munsie : Nonsense !

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : Did
the late Government want State trading
concerns to injure or to benefit someone ?
No one has been benefited, certainly not
the worker., Why did we want these
timber millg ?

Hon. J. Scaddan: The guestion is, why
do you want this Bill at this stage ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
would have been better if we had brought
in the Bill when we had more time in which
to discusg it. Why do hon. members
oppose it ?

Mr. Mungie : Because it is against our
principles. We would be poor old things
if we did not stick up for our principles.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : The
hon. member comes here to establish State
trading concerns at any cost. It ia not part
of my ereed to enter into competition with
other people in any way. I confess I
believe in private enterprise, but not private
enterprise uncontrolled. As regards mon-
opolists, sweaters, and oxploiters of the
people, I am prepared to join in dealing
with them. Reference hes been made to
the attitude on this Bill of hon. members
occupying the cross benches. Why should
they not support the Bill ? Their con-
stituents have been denied railway facilities
in ordoer that these trading concerns might
be established—established with the very
monevs voted to supply their railway
wants.

Hon. J. Scaddan:
you building ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
are not building trading concerns. Mem-
bers on the cross benches have a right

What railways are
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to say that their constituents were denied
transport facilities by the previous Govern-
ment go that trading concerns might be
established. The member for Fremantle
{Mr. Carpenter) said the farmers had been
called upon to pay fire insurance premiums
totalling £22,000, whereas the insurance
companies had paid only £2,000 for losses,
and that thus the companies made a profit
of £20,000.

Mr. Carpenter: No. I said £18,000.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Can
members on the ¢ross benches regard the
hon. member’s contention as serious?
Would £2,000 pay the insurance ¢companies’
expenses ¥ Let it be remembered that for
five years the present Opposition sat on
the Government benches without making
s0 much as an attempt to establish State
insurance.

Hon. J. Scaddan: We were busy estab.
lishing farmers.

Mr. Carpenter : Yes; and in undoing
the mischief of the Minister's land boom.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
member for Fremantle blames all the
troubles of the late Government on what
he calls my land boom. No one will
ever be able to accuse the hon. member of
booming anything but himsel. Had it
not been for my so-called land boom, there
would have been no work to.day.

Mr. Carpenter: And no deficit.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: At
all events, the work then done is the only
work producing employment to-day. The
State trading concerns, which have ab-
sorbed an enormous sum of money—

Hon. J. Scaddan: Nonsense !

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Are
doing no good to anybody. I admit that
the implement works have given a certain
amount of employment which would no¢
have been given but for their establishment.
But they have not turned out good machin-
ery. Some of their machinery has proved
useless. The previous QQovernment, un-
restrained by any sense of responsibility,
rushed in, bought up an old rattle-trap
concern in South Australia, brought it over
here, and set to work making ploughs,
harvesters, drills, and all sorts of machinery.
Thus it was ubterly impossible for them
to succeed in making any good implements.
They should have set to work to manu-
facture one good and serviceable imple-
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ment for a start. The failure was due to
no fault of management.

Mr. Carpenter: I have heard the State-
made ploughs praised by everybody who
used them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
say no to that. There have been serious
complaints. However, it is no use arguing
about the quality of the machinery pro-
duced, because that is beside the question.
The question is, what good have the State
trading concerns done for Western Australia?

Mr. Munsie: They have done harm to
some particuler friends of yours, and they
have done a considerable amount of good
to the country.

Hon. J. Scaddan :
do with the Bill ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : The
leader of the Opposition is becoming a little
annoyed. Of course, he believes in State
trading concerns, and I do not ; and that
is the difference between us. 1 believe,
too, that the majority of the House are
against State trading concerns.

Hon. J. Scaddan : You started a potato-
peeling industry.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
very uselul induséry, too. The hon. member
is pleased to be flippant. I rose really
to protest against the opposition to the
passing of this messure. 1f State trading
concerns are to be established, Parliament
gshould first be consulted. The present
leader of the Opposition, some sessions ago,
asked for a cessation of party politics. We
an the other side sat in the House day after
day and inguired after his intentions. We
never learnt what he was going to do.
But we woke up one morning to find that
a steamer, the ‘ Kangaroo,” had been
bought for £160,000.

Hon. J. Scaddan : Once more you do not
know what you are talking about.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : The
hon. gentleman failed to consult Par-
liarnent.

The Minister for Works: He made an
absolute denial of the purchase.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : En.
terprises which require considerable amounts
of capital to establish, and also congiderable
amounts of capital for carrying on, should
be approved by Parliament before being
entered upon. Only after all the legitimate

What has all this to
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funections of Government are provided for,
would Parlimment be justified in establishing
trading concerns ; and, so far, this country
has never been in that position. Over &
million sterling has been spent on trading
CONCErns.

Mr. Munsie: Where do you get that
million of money from ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
do not see any reason for the manifestation
of feeling in eonnection with this Bill. The
measure is one which might well be con-
sidered calmly and dispassionately. Let
hon. members opposite furnish some reasons
for the rejection of the measure. The only
reason I have heard so far is that the late
Government were returned to establish
State trading concerns. If that be so,
we ought to know from the leader of the
Opposition, of all members, why it is in
the best interests of the workers that
State trading concerns shall be established.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[2-11]: I move an amendment—

That the word ' now” be struck out,
and *“ this day siz months” be added to
the motion.

I should like to offer a few comments on the
calm and collected thoughts so freely dis-
tributed around the Chamber by the Minister
for Railways. That hon. gentleman, how-
over, did not in the slightest degree touch
the question before the House. On this
Bill we are not discussing whether it is
desirable to establish, or dispose of, trading
concerns. The Opposition consider that
there is no warrant for pressing a Bill of
thie nature through Parliament, becauss it
will not assist in winning the war, or in
squaring the fnences, or in enabling the
people to be better fed and clothed. The
only thing it is likely to do iz to provide
& cheap form of amusement, because the
chief director happens to be the Minister
for Works.

The Minister for Works:
well from you.

Hon. J, SCADDAN : Let me point out
to hon. members opposite that, when
previously protesting against the pushing
through of this Bill, we were distinctly told
that the Government intended to go on with
it because it formed part of their policy.
Will the Minister deny that ?

The Minister for Works: No.

That comes
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Hon. J. SCADDAN : Because it was part
of their policy to prevent the establishment
of Btate trading concerns.

The Minister for Works: To prevent
their establishment without Parliamentary
authority.

Hon. J, SCADDAN : Further, bacauso
they desired power to dispose of the existing
concerns. Let us see how much there is
in that. Tn the frst place, this Bill is not
roquired so long as the present Gtovernment
remain in office. It is not part of their
policy to establish trading concerns, and
they do not require this Bill to prevent
them from doing something they have no
intention of doing. Viewed from that
aspect, therefore, the measure is of no
value. Again, the Bill ia not needed to
-enable the Government to dispose of State
trading concerns now operating in this
State. On Ministers’ own showing the
Bill is not urgent, and not even required
at this stage., Thus there can be only
-one reagon for the Bill being pushed through
at present, That reason is that it is part
of the policy of the Government of the
day to prevent any future Government,
notwithstanding any mandate of the people,
from establishing trading concerns. That
is a clear statement of the facts.

The Minister for Worke : Oh, no.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The Minister
for Railways has just said that. He said
that the object of the Bill was to prevent
any future Government formed by members
-on this side from establishing & trading
-concern without the authority of DPar-
liament.

The Minister for Railways: Yes ; without
Parliamentary authority. We do not want
the Constitution flouted again as you
flouted it.

Hon. J. SCADDAXN : This Bill can only
-apply to a future Government. There is
no reason why the Bill should become law
until after the general election, and then
-only if the people endorse the attitude of
the Government on the subject of ths
trading concerns. Then we shall not he
.able to complain. But while the Govern.
ment are only here temporarily they have
no right to make use of the limited power
they possess to prevent this House from
:giving free expression to the will of the
people. The Minister for Works knows well
-that underlying the Bill there is one prin-
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ciple and that is to use the power possessed
by his party in another Chamber to baulk
the will of the people as expressed at the
last elections. The Minister for Industries
talked s great deal about our having pur-
chased the steamer ° Kangaroo'® without:
Parliamentary authority. We would do
the same thing to-morrow under similar
circumstances. That steamer is actually
helping to save the financial position of the
State to some extent at the present

time. Are we always to be in the posi-
tion that we dare not do anything
unless we come to Parliament and

pass & measure through the privileged
Chamber which repressnts the very intcrests
that are likely to be affected ¥ How do
we expect to get anything like that through
the Legislative Council if we pass the
present Bill ! Did Disraeli seek Parliament-
ary authority when hs purchased four
million pounds worth of shares in the Suez
Canal 7 The example set by that grand
old man Sir John Forrest, who purchased
the Great Southern Railway by executbive
act should have been [ollowed by the
Daglish Government in connection with the
Midland Railway. The Minister for Works
knows that if we bring about publicity in
connection with matters where the State
is going to step in, monopolists will get to
work a3 has been done in America. We
had to purchase meat and sell it in the
market because, on the admission of our
friends opposite, thers was a meat ring
in existence. They [ollowed our axample.
They wnurchased but they handed back
the control to the people who actually
constituted the ring. The Government
purchased cattle to the value of £118,000
and they have entered into a contract for
the purchass of £140,000 worth more.

The Minister for Works : We complated
the contract you left on the stocks.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : Without reference
to Parliament after having conceded a
higher price. And this too when the owners
could not dispose of their stock which was
dying on their properties. They pledged
the State to the expenditure of £140,000
and befors they had actually made pro-
vision for shipping space.

The Minister for Worka: That has all
been refuted ; why repeat it ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: It has not been
refuted. The statoment was made by the
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Minister for Lands the other night that the
cattle wero to be delivered at Derby last
Angust and at that time they had not the
slightest idea that they would he able to
et the *“ Moira ' to lift them.

Tho Minister for Works: Why all this
ropotition ?

Mr. Munsie :

The Minister for Works :
untrue.

Hon. J. 8CADDAN: We have heard
the bitterest complaints against the opera-
tions of the trading concerns largely [rom the
point of view of the financial position. We
have heard our breezy optimist the Minister
for Industries talking about the expondi-
ture of millions of money on trading con-
corns while everybody else was starving for
railway facilities. Let us make a comparison
batween the railway econstruction during
our term of office and the railway construc.
tion during the term of the CGovernment the
hon. gentleman was a member of. We
constructed railways at o more rapid rate
than ever they attempted to do.

The Minister for Works: You had the
monoy and squandered it. .

Hon. J. SCADDAN : That is why our
friends on the cross Ministerial benches are
supporting the Government now. The
trading concerns, according to our friends
oppogite, are supposcd tc be responsible
for the present financial position of the State.
In eight months we have gone to the bad
to the extent of £690,000.

Hon. P. Collier : Shocking, just a million
a yoar, a world's record.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: It cannot be held
that the trading concerns are responsible
for that result. It would have been a
million now but for the trading concerns.
I find in the official returns isaned by the
Treasury and published in this morning’s
paper that our trading concerns for the
etght months of last year returned £2,063,111
That includes railways and water supplies.
For the eight months of the current financial
year the figures total £2,126,435 or an
increase of £63,324. I also find that the
expenditure on our trading concerns for
the eight months of last year was £1,558,000,
and for the current year £1,636,000, or an
increase of £77,273. So that including
railways and water supply the trading con-
corns have shown a difference of some-
thing like £6,000 to the bad in comparison

Becauso it is true.
We know it is
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\\*it]lxthe cight meonths of last year. But
if wo take the railways and watoer supplies
out, we find tho position is different. The
railway revenue has decreased £150,523,
while the oxpenditure has only decreased
£49,751, or the railways alone lave shown
a difference to the bad for the eight months
of £100,772. Water supplies show a dif-
ference of £27,358. If wo take those Lwo
togother—railways and water supplies—
from our trading concerns receipts and
expenditure, we find the roveritment
arc in a better position than their pre-
docessors for the eight months to the tune
of no lesy than £314,170. And yet they
abuse the trading concerns. Add that to
the £690,000 end we find that their total
debit balance would havo been a million.
The present Government have been urging
that the trading concerns and interest have
been mainly responsible for their difficulties.
The increased interest bill for the eight
months only amounted to #£86,338, and
the trading concerns have made a difference
of £314,000, so that after all the proof is
definite that they are going to the bad
bacause of the want of business acumen
being applied to the departments they are
controlling. The trading concerns have
saved tho position to a considerable ex-
tent.

The Minister for Works :
believe it.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Taking the re-
duction in the expenditure from the re-
duction in the earning capacity of the
railways, we find they have gone to the bad
to the tune of £100,772. The same thing
applies to water supply and sewerage,
there being a decrease in revenue of £6,837
and an increase in expenditure of £18,521.
Thus it will be found that in those two items
the trading concerns have gone to the bad
to tho extent of £128,000. If we add that
to the plus difference on the trading con-
cerns for the eight months of this year, as
comparad with the eight monthe of last
yvear, we find the Government are in a
better position than were the late Govern-
ment, to the extent of £314,178, while the
increased inferest bill amounts to only
£80,000. Consideration of these figures
alone should bo anough to induce the Gov-
ernment to stay their hand at present.
But I am afraid that they will not do so,
because their existence as a Government

I wish I could



[1 Marcw, 1917.]

depends on their opposition to the trading
concorns.  Where is the necessity for pushing
the Bill through when all the other Bills,
designed to improve the financial position,
are to be thrown overboard in order to
allow the Government to get into recess ?
Nothing matters so long as their policy in
respect of trading concerns can be given
effect to. They talk about dropping con-
troversial questions, and yot Lhey persist
is sticking to this Bill of one ¢lause.

The Minister for Worka : Will you tell us
oxactly what you are doing ?

Hon. J.SCADDAN: 1am trying to defeat
the Bill

The Minister for Works: I thought you
were wasting time.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
momber must withdraw that remark.

The Minister for Works : T withdraw.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Members on the
Covernment cross benches have intimated
to Ministers that they must rush into
recess to avoid criticism and possibly an
appeal to the country, and get two or three
months in their offices, after which they are
to come back and tell us what they have done
by way of introducing economy. It is well
known that they have now been eight
months introducing economy, and that
the expenditure is increasing in every
direction.

The Minister for Works: You sowed
the seed, and we are reaping the harvest.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : Talk about seed !
‘The present Government allowed poultry
farmers to starve, because it was not con-
venient to make provision for the required
bran and pollard. And this is the Govern-
ment of business acumen, who are prepared
to let the ship of State drift, if only they
can get into recess. Then, on second
consideration, they make the stipulation
“We must get this Bill through, in case
our friends opposite come back to power,
and endeavour to establish further trading
concerns.”” The squaring of our finances
is not a party question, but that can go
overboard, while the Bill, which is not
required, except for party purposes, must
be put through. These are the Ministers
who prate on public platforms of the
necessity for dropping party strife and
promoting national aspirations. A little
while ago the Minister for Works was candid
enough to admit that they had brought
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the Bill down because it was part of their
party policy.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon. J. SCADDAXN: The Minister
distinctly said so in answer to a question
as to why he persisted with the Bill. He
said, “ Because it is part of the policy of
the Government.”

The Minister for Works: That may be so,
but I did not say party policy.

Hon. J. SCADDAX : The present Govern-
ment are essentially a party Government.
They are controlled by the Employers'
Federation.

The Minigter for Works : Nonsense.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Who was it that
denied the Government the power to control
prices ?

The Minister for Works: You can't
control your rank and file. Your sup-

porters would let a ship burn rather than
tnfringe rules. Look at the * Bambrs,”
at Geraldton! It is a disgrace to any
union that a ship should be allowed to
burn.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The Bill is not
required by the Government for any purpose
at present. There are only two points in
it, the main one being contained in Clause
4, which provides that no future Govern-
ment shall establish a trading concern.
There is no hurry for it. If the credit of
the State can wait three montha, the Bill
also can wait. The Government have
dropped all non-party Bills, making finan-
cial provision to help the State, but this
Bill remains.

Hon, P. Collier: 8t. George's terrace
has ordered them to go on with it.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : It can be nothing
else. Many of the decisions arrived at in
Cabinet by the present Government first
find birth in the Palace Hotel.

The Minister for Works: How do you
know that ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The dogs are barking
it in the street. Does the Minister require
the powers, or the restriction, rather,
which this Bill places on a future Govern-
ment to corae to Parliament for approval
before establishing a new trading concern ?
The Minister knows well he does not re-
quire it. Yet we are asked not to prolong
the session, to let thinga slide, not $o discuss
madtters.
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The Minister for Works: You are not
asked not to diseuss anything, you are
asked to discuss the Bill, and you will
not do it.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I am discussing
the Bill and giving reasons why it should
be read this day six months. There is no
necessity for it to be read now. If we can
throw out Bills dealing with so important
a matter as the finances, if those matters
can stand over for three months, then this
Bill, too, might be allowed to stand over.
The Bill will not help the Government or
the country. My objection is that the
clause in the Bill to which 1 have taken the
strongest exception is a party action pure
and simple, inserted with the object of pre-
venting the establishment of trading con-
cerns by any future Government that may
hold views different from those of members
now on the Treasury benches, notwithstand-
ing that that future Government might
have a majority of the people behind them.
Is it the policy of the Liberals to take
every opportunity which presents itself
of putting measures on the statute-book
which will prevent the will of the people
being given effect to ? Do they want to
leg-rope the people of Western Australia
in the future ? It is useless asking mem.
bers in this Chember to drop party actions,
and not to take the opportunity of dis-
cussing matbters introduced by the Govern-
ment, because we have here evidence of the
Government’s desire to bring in part of
their policy so as to prevent any future
Government doing something they may
desire to do. The present Government
may occupy their present positions for
o few months, but this Bill, if passed, will
have application in the future. It will
mean that any future Government, no
matter how large its majority, must, before
establishing a trading concern, approach
Parliament. And I would not so much
object to the provision that we approach
Parliament if Parliament represented the
people. DBut there are two Houses of
Parliament, one of which comprises re-
presentative, of the exploiters of the ¢country,
and we have to run the gauntlet of that
Chamber. By this Bill the Government
proposes giving power to one House of
Parliament to prevent the will of the'people
being given effect to in the matter of the
establishment of trading concerns. That
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is nothing but party legislation, and yet
we on this side are asked to drop party
politics. Can we, as an Opposition, tamely
sit without protesting against this attempt
to defeat the will of the people 7 If the
Government are prepared to accept the
will of the people on the point they can
obtain an expresgion of that will to-morrow.
I doubt whether there has ever been such
an opportunity 83 has presented itself
during the past few weeks of appealing
to the people.

The Minister for Works:
want an appeal to the people.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : It is not a matter
which interests me as an individual, but it
does interest me a8 s democrat that there
shall be nothing done to prevent the will
of the people being given expression to in
the statute-book.

Mr. Hoitmann : What will be their cry
next time ? It was the finances and
trading concerns formerly.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : Yes. What will be
the next ? Business acumen—that is gone.
So long as the people have confidence in
me, I shall come here and express my viswa
to the best of my ability, in exposing the
Minister’s want of business acumen.

The Minister for Works: You are en-
titled to do that.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : Of course, and it is
80 ensy too, Can the Government point to
any one department in the administration
of which business acumen has been dis.
played ¥ Twenty-ive thousand men have
gone out of the State, which means a great
foss to the community. I ask the Minister
in all seriousness whether he realises what
the loss to the State actually is by the with-
drawal of those 25,000 men ?

The Minister for Works : What has that
to do with the Bill ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: It has much to
do with it. The Government should re-
cognise the position and should make
provision to meet it. In every department
the administrative expenditure has been
increased. The West Augtralion this morn-
ing published official figures.

The Minister for Works :- It is not a fact
all the same.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : I find there has been
an increase under Special Acts, and that, of
course, i largely made up by the interest
bill. His Excelloncy the Governor, the

You do not
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Houses of Parliament and Treasury show
an .increase of £5,700 ; education an in-
creaso of £8,900; Lands and Agriculture,
incresse £19,339 ; Public Works, o decreass
of £193—but not in administration, in ex-
penditure on worka, And so on in every
department the administrative expenses
hava inereased. Doesthat show the applica-
tion of business acumen ?  Surely the Gov-
ernment must appreciate the fact thet our
revenue iz affected in overy direction by
the withdrawal of population. We aro told
that the only remedy for the present
financial position is increased production ;
but we cannot have increased production
when our population in able-bocied workers
is docreasing. Wa must face the position
a3 we find it, and tho positiun to-day is that
25,000 men have gone away. According
to Knibbs, the average wealth-producing
value of the population of Australia, man,
woman, and child, is £48 ; in round figures,
zay £50. The average value of an able-
bodied wealth-producer would be repro-
gented by five times the average for the
whole population, that is to say, £250 each
individual ; multiply that sum by 235,000.
and it will be seen what the State hes lost
by the withdrawal of those men to fight
at the Front. In these circumstances are
our departments to be kept up at the
huge expenditure of the past ? Can we
afford to increase the cost of departments
and close down Parliament, throwing over-
board all our financial proposals, but
putting through this purely party measure ?
We are told this is not a time for party
bickering. The newspapers published in
St. George’s Terrace tell us that. DBut why
do not the West Australian and the Daidly
News axpose the true attitude being adopted
by the Government in this Bill ?

Mr. Thomas : They got into trouble when
they did.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : They did not get
into much trouble ; they knew the Govern.
ment did not mean it. Whatever may be
individual opinions ag to the desirability of
carrying on trading concerns, there can be
no difference of opinion as to the lack of
urgency for this Bill at the present time.
The Government will not act under it;
it will not apply to them, because they
would not astablish trading concerns in
the first place, and in the second place the
Bill ig not reguired if the Government
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desire to sell.  Ministers should at least
show sincerity in their utterances. It is
useless the Attorney General claiming to be
a member of a Government which desires
to see party legislation dropped. Th
Govermment toll us they desire to get iné
recess only in order that they meay more
closely watch the administration of the
departments. They say they do not want
party bickering, but what does the Attorney
General mean by this Bill ?

The Attorney Generanl :
aver agsin.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : T want to ask the
Attorney General whether he does not see
in thig Bill a distinctly party action on the
part of the Government.

The Attorney Cencral; I cannot sec it.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: We had an adinis.
gion to-day that someone was deaf; if the
Attorney General cannot see that then he
must be blind. Can the Attorney General
show me any part of the Bill which will
help the CGovernment in something they
want to do which they cannot do now;
can he tell me there is anything they want
to do in the direction of disposing of trading
concerns that cannot be dome if this Bill is
not passed ¥ Those ars the only two
quesdtions concerned ; and the Attorney
General cannot answer them. If the Bill
is not required for one or other of those
reasons it is not essential, and anything
which is not essential may very well be
added to the slaughtered innocents. The
Attorney Genseral cannot deny, seeing that
he has assisted his colleagues in going back
financially nearly half a million, despite the
fact that they had £314,000 more, that if
it ia not now urgent to deal with the finances
there is no present urgency for dealing with
& Bill of this sort. My amendment is that
the Bill be read three months hence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George— Murray-Wellington — on
amendment) [10.0]: I do not propose to
follow the leader of the Opposition in all his
ramifications, but many of his statemenis
were not exactly in aeceordanee with the Bill.
When introducing the measure I stated that
the great bulk of it consisied of eclauses
which were necessary in order to put the
State trading concerns on a proper busi-
ness footing. I said that the Bill which had
been brought in by the previous Govern-

Now start all
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ment—-T believe in all good faith-—was
thought to he going to earry out that pro-
position. It has been fouand, however, by
the professional accouniants and the Andi-
tor General that the Bill did not give ihat
freedom whiclhi was necessary, not only to
keep the accounts ecorrectly, but to Lkeep
iliem ceonomieally and assist the eoncerns.

Hon. P. Collier: We are not contesting
that part of the Bill,

The MINIBTER FOR WORKS: From
that point of view it, therefore, became
necessary for a Bill to be framed which
would put these eoncerns upon a proper
footing, and this Bill does it. Of the other
portions of the Bil] there were iwo proposi-
tions. One was that no further trading con-
cerns conld be established unless the con-
ditions of the Constitution were carried out,
The Constitution provides that matters of
this sort shall be dealt with by Parliament.
Parliameni means boih Houses of IParlia-
ment, and until the Constitution has been
amended it is impossible for any Govern-
ment constitutionally to alter the provisions
that are there laid down. The other clause
gave the Government power to dispose of
trading eoncerns if it was thought necessary
and proper to do so. When I introduced
the Bill T could easily have glossed over
these faets, but came straight out into the
open. .

Hon. P. Collier: We would have dis-
covered it had you done so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon, member will admit that if a man is a
sinner he will go a long way towards for-
giveness if he admits his sins.

Hon. P. Collier: Especially if he knows
that everybody will find them out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
Bill is before the House for its considera-
tion, and an unwarranted action has been
taken this evening on the third reading for
the purpose of discussing it when hon.
members knew full well that, ‘unless an
amendment was moved, as has now heen
done by the leader of the Opposition, the
Minister in eharge would be unable to reply
to any of the arguments that have been
used. That was the reason why I inter-
jected so much during the debate.

Hon. J. Scaddan: I suppose you did not
interject while I was moving the amend-
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ment whieh gave you the opportunity of
speaking.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I only
gave the hon. gentleman what he asked for.
With his usval flim-flam flag-waving busi-
ness, which he uses 1o great advantage, no
doubt, amongst his constituents, the lon.
gentleman wanted to know if this Bill wounld
win the war. No one pretended that it was
designed for thal purpose.

Hon. P. Collier: Why are we bothering
ahout it then?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
reason is that through the foolishness and
recklessness of the previous Government we
are hampered by a number of {rading cou-
eerns——

IMon. . Collier: Your figures do not show
(hat vou are hampered.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: We
have to deal with them as trustees of the
State, and we must have the Bill to enable
us to give the trading concerns a fair chance.
Then the hon. member asked if this would
square the finances.

My, Munsie: Is lhis a party measure?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
this Bill is put into operation, if we are un-
able to dispose of these works and have to
run them, we will he better able to stop the
drift, even if we do not make a profit, than
under the present conditions. Then the hon.
member asks if this Bill will feed the people.
It is not intended that it should feed the
people.

Mr. Munsie: The Bill is intended to gag
the Labour party.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It has
a plain objeet. The leader of the Opposi-
tion asserted that it did not require an Aet
of Parliament to stop the Government from
starting any aother trading concern because
their policy was agaiust it. Ile said that
we could sell these concerns without the Bill.
If so, why is he kicking up a bother about
it? If he could defeat this Bill and we could
sell without the Bill, we would have a very
good chance of putting that inio operation,
and he could not say a word in regard te it.

Mr. Carpenter: You would not have
had the courage. '

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is a stronger position from his side of the
question with an alteration to Clause 235
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than there would be if he knocked it out
and we procceded 1o sell without reference
to Parhiament. The very alterations of the
clause gave them more protection against
the sale of these concerns than there would
be il the Bill was knocked out altogether.

My, Munsie: 1t zives your friends of ihe
Tpper Heuse more proiection against the
establishinent of olher coneerns.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: I hope

the hon. member and myself hoth have
friends in ancther place.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: The clause was
forced upon you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for North-East Fremantle {Hon.

W. (", Angwin) expressed the hope that the
Almistry would withdraw the Bill. He bhad
better give up the hope hecaunse, if 1 have
anvthing to do will it, the Bill will not be
withdrawn. We shall carry it and earry it
to-night. T could say a lot with regard to the
finances of these different trading concerns,
but will not do so. I give the hon. member
this eredit, that he would not like me fo
take up an hour or so in dealing with the
various ecircumstances that led up to the es-
tablishment of these trading concerns. The
balance sheets show clearly what has hap-
pened in regard te lhem, and we as a Gov-
ernment have to do what we eonsider ought
to be done and fake the responsibility for
so doing. This Bill will enable us to do
this. What is the use of talking about State
sawmills? They have pul through £650,000
worth of lrade and the profit on this has been
£1,824. Ts there a business man in the gal-
lery or elsewhere who would be satisfied with
that? Even a fried fish shop would do bet-
ter than this with its capital. The hon. mem-
ber talks about the implement works which
tost £60,000 in the course of their trading
up to the 30th June last. Must we not try
to stop that drife?

Mr. Foley: Are you trying to talk to the
gallery now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
trying to talk to intelligent men, but do not
expect to find them on that side of the floor
of the House. The hon. member referred to
the operations at the engineering works in
connection with the Mundaring Weir. [
admit that we are doing a good job in that
connection, and a job which is a credit to
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the works., But one swallow does uol make
a summer. The hon. member drew a horvi-
hle picture about the children dying for
want of zood milk. The inference to bhe
drawn from his remarks was that this Gov-
ernment would not endeavour to prevent
such a thing.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I did not say any-
thing of the kind. I said if this Bill had
been passed at that time this is what would
have heen done.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
that. Tf the steps then (aken saved the life
of only one child, even if the State dairy cost
a large sum of money

Hon. P. Collier: Which it did oot do.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I should
he well content, Anything that we ean do
lo save our infant life we onght to do. 1
am quite sure that cvery heon. member of
this House would condone the action of the
Grovernment in an emergency of that sort.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is a differont
matter altogether. It was not a legal action
under this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wouid
not the hon. member agree {o commilting an
illegal action if it meant the saving of the
lives of the children?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T would not take
any notice of it, bnt perhaps someone else
would.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member talked about sleepers and the State
sawmills, There were £90,000 worth of
sleepers cut by the late Government in order
to provide men with employment who
wanted it. T do not grumble at giving men
employment, and if T had the money and
the work to deo I would give the employment
and take the risk. I did not grumble abont
the interest, but simply said that the interest
should be brought to account. I did bring
it to account on the balance sheet, and

‘in order to do justice to the manager and to

carry out the promise given by the hon.
member himself, I then put my fooinote
on the bottom of the balance sheet, and it
will be found there to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Quite correct.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
this Bill is passed it will enahble all this kind
of thing te he done lawfully. I did it ue-
lawfully, but hon. members did not send me
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to gaol, alihough they blackguarded me
enough. At all events I tried to sguare
up. the balance sheets, and did so. This
Bill, when passed, will assist the Govern-
ment to keep the accounts of the trading
concerns in the same way as the accounts
of privaie husinesses ave kept, The House
perhaps will hardly evedit that under the
Andit Act the original vouchers of the
trading concerns, even vouchers for only
a few pence, have to be sent away from
where they originated to the "'reasury,
and have to be kept there. and that in
order to enable the business of the trading
concerns to be carried on clerks have to be
emploved to make copies of the vouchers.
This measure stops all that.

Hon. P, Collier: No one objects Lo that
featnre of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I must
explain what the Bill proposes. The mem-
ber fov Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter) de-
voted the main part of his speech to as-
serting that this is a party measure. If
hon. members opposite think that, T shall
not try to argue them ount of their fixed
opinion. However, I told the Opposition
painly that the policy of the Labour party
was to establish trading concerns, while
the policy of the Liberal party was against
the establishment of frading concerns. All
the fiip-flap and talk in the world against
that will make no difference.

Mr. Carpenter: Is that not saying this
is a party measure?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So far
as the Government are eoncerned, the Bill
is there and we infend to carry it, Unfor-
tunately I am suffering from a bad eold;
bhut if hon. members wish to diseuss the
measure further they can do so as far as
you, Siv, will permit. With that T commend
the measure to the House, and I think that
when it gets into operation it will be a
good thing both for the State trading con-
cerns and for Western Australia,

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Carpenter)
took the Chair.]

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [10.18]: I
support the amendment. When the people
of Western Anstralia were last appealed to,
the majority expressed themselves in favour
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of the establishment of State trading con-
cerns. That being so, and seeing that at the
very longest only eight months can elapse
before the people will be appealed to again,
L fail to see why the Government want to
press this Bill now, Probably the Govern-
ment will deny, though there should be no
denying, that the Bill has been introdunced
for only one purpese—that of preventing
the Lalour party, if they get a majority in
the Assembly, from establishing Staie trad-
ing concerns. At all events, that is the main
olject of the measure. It is for that reason
every member on this side of the House
huos opposed the Bill at every stage, although
we are quite prepared to assist the Govern-
ment in putting the trading eoncerns on
absolutely sound business lines. Personally,
T am prepared to render assistance towards
that end to-night. 1 would have been quite
prepared to support the meagure had the
Government agreed to the deletion of the
clanses which were deleted in this House,
vetaining only the machinery clauses for
the better administration of the trading
concerns.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: It would not assist
them then. It would not be in order then.

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 am prepared to assist
the present or any future Government to
put the trading c¢oncerns on sound business
lines. But how can the present Government
claim that that is the objeet of the Bill
when, under this measure, the Upper House
will be able to prevent any futare Govern-

‘ment from establishing any tradiog eon-

cern whatsoever? ILet me refer to the re-
marks of the Minister for Railways. He
asked what good the trading concerns had
done to anybody in this State. Outside the
implement works, he said, the trading con-
eerns had not given employment to one in-
dividual, By interjection I inquired of the
Minister how many men had been employed
in the karri mills; but he made no reply.
T wish to contradict flatly one statement
made by the Minister, and to say that the
late Government, in establishing State saw-
mills in the karri country, were not entering
into competition with any private fimber
company in this State. It is many years
ago since Millars’ timber company operated
in karri, The whole of their mills are now
operating in jarrah. The State sawmills,



[1 Marca, 1917.]

wilh the exception of the Railway Depart-
ment’s mill—whieh cuts exclusively for loeal
consumption—are not cutting a stick of
Jarrah. 1 was greatly surprised by the
remarks of the Minister for Railways, who,
more than any other member of this House.
is looked upon as a breezy optimist., The
hon. gentleman practically deeried every-
thing with the exception of settling people
on the land. I ask, is it a fair thing to
condemn, in particnlar, the State sawmills,
seeing that we have the statement of our
experts that the karri foresis of Western
Austialia are worth 15 millions of money.
The Minister casls that siatement to Lhe
winds. Why? Becanse privaie enterprise
has a monopoly of jarrah, and he therefore
wants jarrah alone to supply the markets
of the world. 1t is a shame that any mem-
ber of this House should decry such an in-
dustry as the karri indostry. The late Gov-
ernment deserve every credit for emtering
into the powellising agreement and for es-
tablishing karri mills, thereby lurping one
of our unutilised natural resources into a
marketable commodify. Moreover, the late
Government were endeavouring (o do what
the present Minister for Railways has for
many years been trying to do—make the
karri country available for dairying. It
is recognised that the karri lands are the
most suitable in this State for the
dairying industry. Thus the establishment
ofi State sawmills served the double purpose
of converting the karri into marketable tim-
ber and rendering it possible, by clearing
the land, for this State to supply its own
vequirements in the way of dairy produets.
being a trades hall party. I personally am
T realise the uselessness of urging these eon-
siderations on the Minister for Works, whe
has deiinitely told us that he intends fo carry
the Bill in spite of all opposition. How-
ever, I will not let the Bill pass without re-
cording my personal protest, at all evenis.
A good deal has been said by the Minister
as to the late Government being a trades hall
Governmeni, as to the party on this side
being a trades hall party. I personally am
proud to be a member of the trades hall of
this or any other country, and I am proud
to be a unionist and a representative of the
Labour party. When asked whether this
measure was introduced for the purpese of
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winning the war, or for the purpese of
squariog the finances, or for the purpose of
helping our people to feed and clothe them-
selves, the Minister for Works replied that .
the measure was not introduced for any of
those purposes. 1 contend its purpose is to
gag the Labour party in case they should
gef into power. The Minister cannot deny
that. 1t is absolutely surprising to hear the
Minister refuse to accept the figures quoted
by the leader of the Opposition and by the
wmewber for North-Easi Fremanile (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) from the Government’s own
Treasury figures. The Minister will insist
that the State {rading eoncerns are the eause
of the defieit. 1 contend that had it not been
for these trading concerns the present Gov-
ernment would have reached the two-million
limit inside five months instead of in eight
months. The Treasurer himself estimates
that during ihis fnancial year he will re-
ceive £106,000 from the trading concerns.
1f they maintain their present average, he
will receive from them over £140,000 in these
12 months. And still we find Ministers abso-
lntely deerying the irading concerns. In
spite of the ery of the present Government
that party polities should be dropped and
party measures withheld, never in the five
years I have been a member of Parliament
have T known a measure of a more strongly
party nature than this to he introduced.
We have been asked why we oppose the Bill.
I interjected, “Because it is opposed to our
pringiples.” T wish to emphasise that state-
ment now. T support the amendment be-
cavnse the Bill is opposed to the prineiples
of the party of which I am a member, and
because I believe it is opposed to the wishes
of the majority of the people of Western
Australia. We would be poor old represen-
tatives of the people if we did not take
every opportunity of voicing what we be-
lieve to be the opinion of the majority of
the people, and thereby doing our utmeost to
prevent the present Government from gag-
ging future Administrations. 1 hope the
amendment will be carried, becanse the mea-
sure can be of no advantage whatever to the
present Government.  There is not much
fear of their attempling to establish State
trading coneerns. They admit their policy
is against Stafe trading concerns. Further,
in existing conditions there is nothing to pre-
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vent the Government from selling the State
trading eoncerns if they are game to do it.
Ministers have gained the Treasury bench
by absolute misrepresentation of the position
as regnrds the trading concerns under our
administration, They dare not face the peo-
ple if they get rid of those concerns. |
challenge them to sell any one of the con-
cerns. [f they did, the people would rise
in their wrath agaiust the Government, and
send back the Labour party not only with a
majority, but with 34 against 16, as in 1911,
go making a clean sweep of the Government
attempting to interfere with established in-
dustries which to-day are conclusively prov-
ing tiemselves to be in the hest interests of
the people of Western Australia.

Question (that the word “now” proposed
to be struek out stand part of the question)
put and passed.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question
now 1s that the words, “This day six months™
he added.

Question put and negatived.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) {10.35]: 1 move—

That the words “on Tuesday next” be
inserted.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 16
Noes 13
Majority for .. 3
AYES.
Mr. Allen Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Butcher Mr. Plesse
Mr. Conunolly Mr. Robinson
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Smith
Mr. George Mr. Thomson
Mr, Gilchrist Mr. Veryard
Mr. Harrison Mr. F. Wilson
Me, Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
{Peller.)

. NOES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenier Mr. Munsie
Mr. Chesson Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Coiller Mr, Troy
Mz, Foley Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert {Telter)

Pair: For—Mr, E. B. Johnston'; Against—
Hoa. W. D. Johnsen.
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Question thus passed.
Question as amended pat and passed.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS,
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [10.40]: I move—

That the following Orders of the Day
be discharged :—

Enemy Subjects Disability Bill—To be
read a second lime,

Betting Suppression Bill.—To be read
a second Lime.

Enterlainments and Retail Sales Taza-
tion Bill-—Second reading. Adjourned
debate (Mr. Scaddan).

Totalisator Duty Act Amendment Bill,
—To be considered in Commitiee.

Permanent Reserves Act Amendment
Bill.—To be read & second time.

Permanent Reserves Bill (No. 3).—Tea
be read a second time.

Permanent Reserves BRBill
Commitlee Progress, Clause 2.

(No. 2)—

Special . Lease Enabling Bill ~—Second
reading. Adjourned debate (Mr. Hud-
. son).

Hon. P. COLLIER ({Boulder) [10.41]:
Does the Premier intend to go on%

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): This is not going on, There is no-
thing debatable in this.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
a week’s dehate.

The Attorney General: Are you going
to obstrnct the business of the Houge?

Hon. P. COLLIER: You may eall it ob-
struetion.
The Attorney General: It is a threat.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are entitled to
some explanalion, some reasons why this
whole bateh of most important Bills should
be discharged from the Notice Paper. Let
us consider some of these Bijlls. There is the
Enemy Subjects Disability Bill. I do not
know that that will be much loss.

There is only about

The Altorney General: You promised

to sapport it, any way.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Then we have the
Betting Suppression Bill. Why is it not
proposed to go on with that? It is a Bill
upon which the Government almost staked
their existence, a mesasure which was con-
sidered important enough for (he Govern-
ment o invoke the aid of the united
churches of the State, and to call a publie
meeting in the Perth town hall, with a view
to securing endorsement for the measure.

The Colonial Secretary invoked for the
Bill the aid of practieally all the peo-
ple in 1his State 1 do not know

whether it was becanse he failed to secure
a full measure of support at the publie
meeting that the Government have got cold
feet in respect of the Bill. Members are
entitled to protest against the reasons given
to the publie for the dropping of the Bill.
In justification of the Government’s change
of front, the Colonial Secretary has said
that after a careful counting of heads in the
Assembly the Government had come to the
eonclusion that they could not reinstate
the Bill as first introduced in the Couneil.
The Colonial Secretary had no justifieation
for sueh a statement. By that statement
he and the Government have attempted to
place upon this House the responsibility
for the dropping of the Bill, whereas it
should be allowed to rest on their own
want of courage. Shall we ever forget
the eloquence with which the Celenial See-
retary declared that at a time like this
it was criminal that the people should he
patronising horse-racing to the extent they
were doing. Notwithsianding all the pro-
testations on the part of the Government
for veform in this direction, we now have a
proposal to discharge the Bill from the
Notice Paper. 1s the Bill being dropped
hecause of the hostility of the Attorney
General ?

Hon. J. Seaddan: You bet.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Atforney Gen-
eral beecame visibly annoyed when I rose to
oppose this motion. Is his annoyance due
to the fact that he does not see eve-to-eve
with his colleagues on this question. TIs it
a fact that the Bill is being dropped beeaunse
the Attorney General threatened to resign if
the Government persevered with it? All the
arguments advanced by Ministers duoring
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recent months in support of the Bill apply
to-day with even greater force than they
did yesterday. Yet forsooth it is proposed
to drop the measure without a word of ex-
planation.  And in this connection, too,
it is somewhat remarkable that the mem-
bers of the varions churches, with the ex-
ception of the one gentleman who deserted
ai the last moment, although so emphatie
in their claims that this Bill was necessary
andl essential at the present time, not one,
so fan as I have been able to observe or
read, has offered any protest against the
action of the Government in dropping the
Bill. Why is this? Are they satisfied with
the lame, balting and inaceurate explana-
tion given by lhe Colonial Secretary? 1
gay the Colonial Secretary had ne right, no
Toundation in fact and no justification what-
ever for placing the blame for the dropping
of this Bill on the members of this House.
low does the Colonial Secreiary, or any
other memhber of the Government, know in
what direction metnbers of this House in-
tended voting, or wounld have voted had the
Bill been gone on with? No one knows how
I, at any rate, would vote, and I believe no
one knows how any other member of this
House would vote. How can members of
the Governmenl justify the statement for
placing the blame on this House for the
dropping of this Bill? The real reason the
Bill is dropped is because the Government
have not the courage to go on with it in the
face of the hostility shown, particularly the
hostility of a large number of residents in
tie Canning clectorate. That is the reason
it is being dropped; there is no use in beat-
ing about the bush. If is because of the fact
that a large number of the electors of Can-
ning, who were responsible for the retnm
of the Attorney General to this House, made
it quite plain to the Government
that if this Bill were persevered with,
there would perhaps be a different state
of affairs existing after the next
clections. And because of that aftitude,

the Government proposes throwing over-
board the Bill they themselves have told the
couniry is essential for the welfare of the
State at this particular time. Whilst we
have spent the whole of this sitting consid-
ering a Bill which is of absolutely no im-



2052

portance, and which can have no possible
effect upon the position of the ecountry,
either now or in the months ahead, vet we
have not five minutes to spare in this House
for the consideration of a weasure of this
nature. Is that the way the Government
propose to justify themselves—taking up
the time of the House considering a ‘I'rad-
ing Concerns Bill, and yet on an important
matler of this kind, important not on my
assertion, bnt on theis own, they are not
prepared to go on? I say thai a Bill which
has heen regarded as sufficiently important
1o eall a public meeting in the capital eity
of this State, and whiech was considered im-
portant enough to invoke the aid of practi-
cally all the churches to assist its passage,
13 important enough for this House to de-
vote a few hours of its time in diseussion,
rather than the Bill we have been discussing
this afternoon. And yef, I repeat, without
a word of explanaiion it is proposed to
throw the Bill over. No matter what our
desire may he for getting into recess, if the
eounitry requires legislation of this charac-
ter, and the Government has said the coun-
try does require it, it is our duty to stay
here and go on with that work; and we shall
be neglecting the work we are expected to
perform if we do not do so. There never
was greater need in the history of this State
for this House to consider important mea-
sures of this kind than there is at present.
We shall be doing more good, and be doing
the work we have been sent here to do, 1f
we give our attention to these matters
rather than by going into recess. Then we
have the next Bill, No. 4, which is also pro-
posed to be abandoned, the Emtertainments
and Retail Sales Taxation Bill. What has
beeome of that Bill?

The Minister for Works: Were you going
to support it%

Hon. P. COLLTER: There may be some
things in it I would support, and I presume
the hon. member considers it worth sup-
porling seeing that his Government intro-
duced it. That Bill was brought in for the
purpose of meeting, or helping to meet, the
deficit on the year. When the Treasurer
introduced his financial statement he esti-
wated that he would have a deficit on the
year of something like £480,000; and he pro-
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posed to meet at least half of that by the
intréduction of certain taxation proposals,
chief of whieh was this Entertainments and
Retail Sales Taxation Bill. The Treasurer
estimated that from this sourece and from
the amusement tax he wonld receive no less
a sum than £150,000 during the present
linancial year, Seeing that when the Trea-
sarer announced his intention of introdue-
ing this Bill he estimated a deficit of
£480,000 for the whole year; and seeing also
that in the eight months of the year which
have clapsed we have a deficit of £690.000,
as against an estimated deficit for the 12
months of £480,000, surely if this Bill was
necessary in order to help reduce the defieit,
when introduced, I say that the three months
which have since elapsed have rendered this
or some other taxation proposal doubly
necessary. If taxation were necessary when
the estimated deficit was under half a mil-
lion, surely now that we are going on at the
rate of a million deficit at the end of the
financial year—we shall have just reached a
deficit of a milliou pounds on the average
defiett for the past eight months by the end
of June next—if we are faced with a short-
age on revenne account for the year of a
million pounds, are we doing our duty in
hghtly proposing to throw on one side taxa-
tion proposals of this nature?  Will the
Treasurer tell the House that the £150,000
he estimated to receive from this Bill is not
needed now even more than when he made
Iis financial statement in November? Or is
it proposed to abandon this Bill because its
introdnetion aroused such a hue and ecry
from the general public of the State? We
were to bave a tax of 15 per cent. upon
cordials, aerated waters, tobaceo, cigarettes,
smokers’ requisites, jewellery, musical in-
struments, and other articles classed as lux-
nries. I think the House is entitled to know
why the Treasurer has altered his mind,

The Premier: The House has had that

statement.
Hon. P. COLLIER: When?

The Premier: In the House about three

weeks ago.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The statement that
you proposed to drop these Bills?
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The Premier: No, the reasons for it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not recollect
that. The reasons given by the Treasurer
were that he considered it was too late in
the financial year, that it would be now
advisable io drop these Bills so that the
Government might get into recess and thus
have time to effect economy wherever pos-
sible, and be in a position to meet the Honse
carly in the new finaneial year with pew
taxation proposals. Are these reasons ade-
quatc? How has the finaneial position of
the State been altered since the Treasurer
brought down his Budget in a way that
would justify the throwing over of these
Bills now? The only manner in whigh
it has been altered has been for the
worse. It is altered in the way of
justifying them, and additional taxation as
well, if we are to keep the revenue and ex-
penditare anywhere within bounds.  The
Treasarer, in introdueing his financial state-
ment last November, said that there were
only two courses open to the Government,
namely retrenchient or faxation, that the
Government preferred the latier, and that
they considered they would be neglecting
their daty if they did net insist upon addi-
tional taxation. This was at a time when he
estimated a deficit of £480,000 on the year’s
transactions. Since November we liave a
deficit for the first eight months of the year
of £690,000. JIn the face of these fizgures
will not the Government be neglecting their
duty ten times more at the present time in
removing these Bills from the Notice Paper
than when the Premier uttered those words
in November last? He said—

I am not asking the people to bear any

undue borden.
If he is not asking them to do this why is
ke not going on with the burden, and why
is he not asking the people to take up this
burden, which he in November last declared
was not an undue one. Is there any justifi-
cation or reasonable ground which would
bear one moment’s investigation? 1 say
there is ahsolutely none. The finaneial posi-
tion is more desperate to-day than it ever
was in the history of the State. The ship
of State is sinking financially at a greater
rate than it has ever heen sinking before.
This Government have absolutely submarined
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the State, and it is rapidly going out of
sight. He said further—
To-day we are the lowest taxed people
in the Commonwealth.

Incidentally T am pleased to have that ad-
mission trom the Treasunrer.  After five
yvears of Labour rule in this State we have
it, on the testimony of the Treasurer, that
the people of Western Australia are the
lowest taxed people in the Commonwealth.
He said—
1 am satisfied that the people of West-
ern Australia are not going to prove them-
selves sluckers in connection with the ad-
justment of the State’s finances.
Yo! I qguile axree with the Premier that
the people of Western Australia will not
prove themselves slackers so far as carry-
ing n [air share of ihe burden of taxation
which will stop the drift in the finanees.
Who has been proved to be the slackers
in connection wilh taxation? Are not the
CGovernment Lhemselves the slackers where
taxation is concerned? The people have
not indicated that they are not prepared to
underiake their fair share of taxation, but
the Government have proved themselves
slackers upon a malter which they them-
selves declared il was their duty to go on
with. He said further—
This pesition must he met by the intro-
duction of fresh taxation and by the exer-
cise of most rigid economy throughout th
Service. :
Are we gelting thai rigid economy which
we have go often heard about?

The Premier: You afford us a lovely
chanee of giving it to you

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not see that we
are stopping it.

The Premier: You are.

1lon. P, COLIIER: The monthly re-
lurns, month by month, show that this coun-
try is not gelting any of that rigid economy
of which the Premier has spoken.

The Premier: They show that your in-
terest and sinking fund bill is killing this
State.

Ton. P, COLLTER: The interest and
sinking fund bill for the last eight months
has amounted to £80,000,

The Premier: And vours to £750,000.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: This does not ae-
count for the defieit inereasing to such an
extent. As a matter of fact the surplus
from our trading concerns comes to three
times the amount of the interest and sink-
ing fund of ihis year. I am not one of
those who say thai the Government should
wipe out the deficit in one year, or even in
two years.

Myr. Taylor: They want to fund it.

Hon. 1. COLLIER: In the course of his
Budget statement the Premier estimated a
deficit of £480,000 for the year, and pro-
posed to meet £270,000 of that by way of
taxation, leaving somewhere about £250,000
as a debit balange on the year’s operation.
By the abandenment of his taxation pro-
posals, however, instead of ending up the
year as estimated with a deficit of £250,000
be will end it up with a deficit of a million
pounds, only three-cuarters of a million
prounds out. On the Premier’s own figures
and judging from present indieations this is
what will happen. Notwithstanding the
fact that the deficit shows evidence of heing
three-quarters of a millien in exeess of what
the Premier estimated we are making no
provision whatever to meet it. There is
not the slightest attempt to stop the drift
or meet the position as we find it to-day.

The Minister for Works: How do you
know what we are doing?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wo¢ know what the
lon, member is doing in regard Lo legisla-
tion. It is only by means of taxation that
the deficit can be seriously tackled, because
I am convinced that the Governmeni can-
not rednce ibe monthly balance on the
wrong side to any eonsiderable extent by
way of economies. That statement is borne
out by the evidence of the last eight months
and by the figures which have been pub-
lished month by month. The Government
are indeed going in quite the opposite diree-
tion. Taking the eight months of last year
of the Labour Government in conjunetion
with the ecorresponding period of the present
Government we find that there is only a
difference in the revenue of £908. The pre-
sent Government, therefore, have obtained
practieally tha same revenue as the Scaddan
Government obtained for that period.
Although the revenme kept up we
find that the expenditure of the pre-
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sent Government, again taking these
corresponding perinds, was in exeess by an
amount of no less than £187,042. T asked
the Minister for Works if he can show any
indication of rigid economy in the figures [
have just quoted. Have we any evidence of
cconomy there? None whatever. 1 admit
that if the Government took steps suddenly
to reduce the defieit by way of retrench-
ment or rigid economies or otherwise, the
result would be seriously to dislocate trade
and ¢ommerce in this State. But T contend
that, if the Government ean make oul a good
case for not reducing the montbly deficit,
they ean make out absolutely no case for
permitting the deficit to inerense—ahsolutely
none whatever. What explanation do the
Government offer for the inerease of the
monthly defieit? Whilst the Seaddan Gov-
ernment’s deficit, spread over their whole
term of office, averaged £23,000 per month,
the present Covernment’s defieit for eight
months averages £80,000 monthly. Abso-
lutely no explanation is offered by present
Ministers. We are fold merely that the
financial position is due to our blundering
ineapacity, to our extravagance on all hands,
to our squandering of publiec money. Those
are the expressions which were given out to
the public every morning at breakfast, Not-
withstanding that squandering during our
terin of office, squandering due to our blun-
dering ineapacity, we find that now—if the
wonthly relurns count for anything—the
squandering is more than irebled. In the
face of these fizures, which are left entirely
without explapation or justification, the
Premier proposes 1o throw his taxation pro-
posals overboard. Is the State to be allowed
to drift to leeward at the rafe of one million
pounds per annum? That is the question
the public are asking, and the question the
Government have to answer. Their advent
to office was justified by their newspapers,
by their supporters, and by themselves on
the public platform——

Hon. J. D. Connelly (Honorary Minister) :
And justified by the actions of the last
Government.

Hon. P. COLLIER : If that is so, what
is the position to-day ? The alliance or
combination or fusion, whatever it may
be, which resulted in placing present
Ministers on the Treasury bench was brought
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about, we are told, becaunse of the extreme
and urgent need for some drastic steps to
stop the financial drift. What steps have
been taken ? What results have been
obtained ¥ TInstead of a deficit of £460,000
as last year, the (iovernment are going
to have a deficit this year of a million.
The position would not be so bad if the
Government proposed to make some effort
to relieve it. IBut that can be done only
by the introduction of fresh taxation.
And yet Ministers at the dictation of the
Country party have decided to abandon
the whole of their taxation proposals.
The combination which brought the Govern-
ment into office for the purpose of squaring
the fnances has proved a total {ailure.
To-day the country has received the in-
formation that it has crossed the two-
million mark in the way of a deficit.

Mr. Thomson : You helped towards that,
you know.

Hon, P. COLLIER : Yes; but not to
the same extent as it is being helped now.
The Premier stated that he expected to
get £150,000 from the Entertainments and
Retail Sales Taxation Bill.

The Minister for Works: Well, he is
not going to get it. Are you not satisfied,
with all your friends ?

Hon. P, COLLIER : The Minister need
not trouble about my friends. This House
will not be doing its duty if it goes into re-
cess without making some provision for
the financial situation as we find it at the
present time. Ministers have abandoned
their taxation proposals at the behest or
dictation of seven members of this House.
That is what it amounts to. Even seven
members should not have the right to
dictate a financial policy either to this
House or to the CGovernment, who out-
number them two to one. No argument
* that could be advanced would be so eloguent
as the figures published in this morning’s
newspaper. The two millions deficit will
provide an excellent theme for the ** Chance
the ducks clubh” in the next issue of the
Sunday Times. This House will not he
doing its duty to the country if it adjourns
before an attempt has been made to pro-
vide for the deficit. The Government can
introduce some other measures of taxation
which will meet with the endorsement of
the majority of the members of the House.
The Totalisator Duty Act Amendment Bill

was another measure which was going to
bring in considerable revenue and it was
going to assist in some measure of reform
as far as horse racing was concerned. This,
however, along with many others is to
go overboard. Then we have the Income
Tax Bill and the Dividend Duty tax. With
regard to the former it was proposed to
provide for an inereased income tax of 2d.
in the £ and the Treasurer himself declared
over and over again that this would be an
equitable form of taxation. Why then
was not the Premier going on with it ?

The Premier : I have never discussed it.

Hon. P. COLLIER : The hon. gentleman
has intimated his intention of dropping one
of the income tax bills,

The Premier: My motion refers to Nos.
2 to 9 inclusive on the Notice Paper.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Does the Premier
intend to go on with the Income Tax Bill ?

The Premier: The list you mentioned
does not even include the Dividend Duties
Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Ii the Premier will
indicate that he intends to go on with this,
I will not take so much exception to his
motion.

The Premier: 1 am going to withdraw
these and introduce others.

Hon. P. COLLIER: By so doing the
Proemier is not meking provision for addi-
tional revenue from income tax this year.
The only taxation measure which the
Government have gone on with has been
that relating to stamp duties. He esti-
mated receiving £237,000 from increased
taxation and he is only going to obtain
£15,000 from stamp duties. That means
that he is throwing overboard £222,000.

The Premier : How much of that would
you get in the next three months ?

Hon, P. COLLIER : The Premier knows
it is a common practice to make these
measures restrospective from the beginning
of January in which case the Premier
would have six months in which to collect
the additional revenue.

The Premier: The money could not be
collected.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Of course it could.
It has been [frequently done in connection
with taxation. If is the duty of every
member to enter a protest against the action
of the Government and if the Premier likes
we can make the question of taxation a
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national one. Something should be done
to stem the deplorable drift which has
been going on during the past eight montha.
A deficit of a million pounds this year is
an Australian record. Again I enter my
protest against discharging the taxation
measures from the Notice Paper.

Question put and passed ; Orders dis-
charged.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX.

Order discharged,
On motion by Premier Order of the Day
discharged from the Notice Paper. '

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
(No. 2).
Introduced by the Premier and read
a first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [11-30] in moving the second
reading said : The Bill I am now gubmitting
to the House is a repetition of the measure
which weg passed last year. As hon.
members know, it has to be re-enacted each
year. 1 proposes that wo should re-ennct
exnctly the same rate as last year; then,
after the close of the financial year, when
the House meeis again, we shall be prepared
to make f[urther proposals in regard to
incroased lovies from income tax. Ewven
if we were to pass the Bill now, we could
not secure from its operations anything
like the amount originally estimated. To
collect a half year's rate we mmust impose
the tax for the whole yenr, and, thercfors,
the original plan would be unworkable. In
the cireumstances the CGovernment think
the course I propose the better one to
pursuo. '

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

In Commiliee, efcetera.

Mr. Holman in the Cheir; the Premier
in charge of the Bill

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and

o report adopted.

Read B third time and transmittedto

e Council.
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BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Discharge of Order.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—-
Sussex) [11-33]: I move—

That the Order of the Day be discharged.

The reason for this is that the Dividend
Duties Act is a continuous Act, and, there.
fore, it is unnecessary to introduce a new
Bill,

Hon, J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivanhos)
[11:34]): T desire to enter an emphatic
protest against the dropping of all taxation
Bills. 8o critical is the position of the
finances that in my view the House ought
not to prorogue until the Government
shall have announced how they propose to
meet the position. We are not the only
State or country in which inereased ex-
penditure on a falling revenue has had to be
faced. Other places havo been courageous
encugh to meet the position, but our Govern-
ment seem desirous of avoiding all responsi-
bility until such time as; perhaps by an
appeal to the country, they shall have
strengthened their forces. The position
here, representing as it does merely domestic
logislation, can be much more easily met
than that in Great Britain, where they have
had to face war conditions. According to
British Treasury experts Great Dritain has
provided for the interest and sinking fund
of ita colossal war debt twice over by the
imposition of new taxes. The Eastern
States of Australia have followed similar
lines.

The Premier: When ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Ever since war
broke out. From the very first session
aftor the outbreak of war they have in.
creased their taxation proposals according
to demands. If the Government of this
State havo not the courage to do the same,
Parliament will have to do it. The total
debt of Great Britain on 20th July, 1916,
wasin round figures three thousand millions.
If the war continues to the end of the present
month it i8 estimated that the debt will be
three and a-half thousand millions. The
present debt averages 44 per cent. interest ;
add one por cent. sinking fund, and the
total annual charge on the debt now is
150 million. Prior to the war the expenses,
including interest charges, were 200 million



{1 MarcH, 1917.]

per annum, The revenue for the current
year, due to the imposition of extraordinary
income and exeise taxes, will be 500 million.
Deducting 200 million as the normal rate
of expenditure there still remains 300
million for new interest and ainking fund,
which is twice the amount now required.
Even if the national debt reaches four
thousand millions, with interest at & per
cent, and one per cent. sinking fund, the
present revenue will meet all current ex-
penditure, as well as the colossal war drain,
and will still leave a comfortable surplus.
There they have faced the position, and we
also have to face it. We contrel only
domestic affairs. The cost of the conduct
of the war falls on the entire population of
the Commonwealth, but even here within
a State we are subject to abnormal con-
ditions, and we must meet them. Wa
cannot go on borrowing from the Old Land,
because they can no longer help us in that
regard. It is essential that we should put
our house in order. Yet we are doing noth-
ing. The Government say, ** Give us recass,
and we will afterwards come back and tell
you what we intend to do.” The position
must be faced, and Parliament must share
with the Government the responsibility
of facing it, which we cannot do if we throw
all these Bills overboard.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Susgex—in reply) [11-40]: It is all very
well for the leader of the COpposition to
tallk about facing the position. He was
invited to take part in the solving of the
financial problem and in connection with
the taxation proposals. He knows that
atthough he himself was willing to do thia,
the hon. membera supporting his party
refused to permit him to do so.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You got advice but
would not accept it.

The PREMIER : We wanted to make it
& non-party matter. We shall square the
finances in due time, howewver, without
the help of hon. members opposite, but under
the ecircumstances I will not attempt to
deo so within a period of only seven or
eight months. I have to plumb the depths
to which the maladministration of my
friends opposite has brought the State.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You will not plumb
them in London.

The PREMIER: The member for
Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) has detained

[76]
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the House for the laat hour or so repeating
a lot of fulsome figures from which he
cannot prove anything. He charged me
with the responsibility of a deficit of a
million. During the first month of the
financial yoar during which the hon. gentle-
men opposite were in possession of the
Treasury Benches, they accumulated &
doficit of £130,000, but in spite of this the
hon. member calmly tacks i: on to me.
If I worked on the calculation which my
hon. friends opposite are so much in the
habit of making and multiplied that by
12 we would be justified in having & deficit
of £1,560,000 for the fuli 12 months. Bon.
members opposite are constantly making
calculations concerning the small deficit
whicli accumulated during the first two
months of the financial year when I went
out of office. The leader of the Opposition,
whon Premier, acewmulated a deficit of
£130,000 in one month. I am writing off
£93,000, and indeed have written it all off.
Moneys have been expended and not
charged up, and to uze his own figures there
haa begn an increase in the interest and
sinking fund Bill of over £200,000 in one
fell swoop.

Hon. J. Scaddan: What about the
£314,000 on the trading concerns ?

The PREMIER : 'There is the accumu-
lated deficit during the past eight months
which they must be responsible for, although
they twitted me with having created the
position. We have been sitting on and
oft with brief adjournments, for special
purposes, for over éight months. Do
members opposite want to ait on for 12
months ¥ If they want to they can have
the whole summer in the Chamber so far
asa I am concerned. Do they consider,
however, that Ministers, whilst listening to
these tirades against them late at night,
can do effective work in their departments
and Iace problems of this description ?
If so, they are asking us to do something
they were never capable of doing them-
solves.

Hon. J. S8caddan: You expected us te
do it. You got there because you believed
vou could do it.

The PREMIER : 1 have explained the
reasons why the Government proposed to
adopt this course.

Hon. J. Scaddan : No, vou have not.
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The PREMIER: The statement was
made to the House.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Did you tell us you
have to do it by instruction ?

The PREMIER : I explained the reasons
which actusted us in this decision.
Hon. J. Scaddan: This direction.

The PREMIER : 1 do not know if the
House wishes me to go through the whole
of the details again. At any rate I do not
propose to do so. I think they fully
understand the position. Our policy is
now to get through the business and release
hon. members and ourselves, so that they
may take a woll earned rest, and so that
we may lzke up the harder work in our
departments,

Hon. J. Seaddan: I like that.

The PREMIER : I ask the House to
agreo to the motion I have just moved.

Question put and passed ; Order dis.
charged.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME 7AX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Order discharged.

Order of the Dey read for the resumption
of tho debate on the second reading of the
Land and Income Tax Assessrment Act
Amendment Bill,

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [11-45]: I move—

That the Order of the Duy be discharged.
If this motion is carried, I intend to sub-
stitute another Bill for this one.

Question put and passed ;
charged.

Order dis-

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).
All Srages.
TIntroduced by the Premier and read
& firgt time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Suassex) [11-46] in moving the second
reading said: I do not intend to detain
hon. memberg more than a minute or two.

Hon. J. Seaddsn : Why can you not move
the second reading at the next sitting ?
This is not the same as the other Bill.
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The PREMIER : It is exactly the same
as the other Bill.

Hon. J. Scaddan:
urgency about it.

The PREMIER : There is. If the hon.
member wishes, however, I will postpone
the metter until Tuesday.

Hon. J. Sceddan: Tt is really amending
legislation. Tt is not re-enacting existing
legislation,

The PREMIER : 1t is just a machinery
Bill. It is to provide first of all that the
finencigl year, the year ending the 30th
June, shall be the vear preceding the year
of essessment. In other wordas, instead of
ending up our year on, and making the re-
turns date as up to the 3lst December, as
previously, they will date them up to the
30th June, and the returns will be made on
profits earned during the financial year.
Thie is intended to bring the matter into
conformity with the Commonweafth pro-
cedure, so that the returns provided for
Commonwealth taxation purposes may also
be utilised for State taxation purposes.
This hes been domanded and asked for by
the whole community, and will prevent a
ot of trouble. The object is to bring our

Surely there is no

taxation into conformity with those of the

Federal Taxation Dopartment. We pro-
pose that we shall endeavour not only to do
this so far as the year is concerned, but that
we shell later on he able to utilise exactly
the same roturn forms. The Commissioners
of Texetion are to meet and devise some
system whereby the samo returns shall be
utilised for both Stete and Federal taxation
purposes, and later on it is proposed to
maeke an arrangement whereby all the work
is done at one central office. This will bring
everything into conformity with the resolu-
tions passed at wvarious DPremiers’ con-
ferences, with which resolutions the leader
of the Opposition is femilizr. One clause
of the Bill provides that the incomes from
personal exertion of soldiers and sailors
absent from the State shell be exempt from
taxation ; but that does not apply to any
income they may receive by wey of rent from
property or of interest. Then thers is the
clause which, es I have expleined, was
found necessary, giving the right of mutual
exchange of information between our Corn-
missioner of Taxation on the one hend end
the Federa]l Commiesioner of Taxation and
other States’ commissioners of taxation on
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the other hand. The last clause will enable
our Commissioner of Taxation to use informa-
tion obtained by him by virtue of the
existing land and income tax legislation, in
legal proceedings brought under any other
Act, such as the Stamp Act, for instance.
Now he has to keep such information secrat.
That is the sum total of the Bill. It com-
prises the clauses of the measure which has
been withdrawn, exeept those clauses dealing
with the exemptions under our existing
taxation law. I move—

That the Bl be mow read a second

time.

Mr. BUTCHER® (Roebournc) [11-52]:
I hope that when the measure is in Com-
mittee the Premier will be prepared to
accept an amendment in regard to returns
due from pastoralists. Up to the present
that phase of the question has heen ¢ntirely
overlooked. No reference has ever been
made to any of those who represent the
pastoral industry, to ascertain whether the
date fixed for making returns was suitable
for that industry. Thus the pastoralists are
entirely at the mercy of the Commisaioner
of Taxation, whoever he may be.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Is not that absurd ?
The pastoralists are in the same position
as other taxpayers. All taxpayers wmust
comply with a definite date.

Mr. BUTCHER: 1 am perfectly well
aware of that, and I want an altoration
made so that taxpayers will not be entirely
beholden to the Commissioner of Taxation
as regarda the date on which they must
make up returns, or send them in. If the
lender oi the Opposition knew anything
about the pastoral industry ho would
know how utterly impossible it is to make
returns at the end of June. There is
absolute need for an amondment enabling
pastoralists to send in their returns from
Decomber to December.

The Premier: Will you see the Commis-
sioner of Taxation on the matter ? You
can have an amendment drafted for another
place.

Mr. BUTCHER : Will the Premier be
prepared to accept an amendment in that
direction ?

The Premier :
consider it.

Mr. BUTCHER. : Then 1 shall be per-
fectly satisfied. It is quite out of the ques-
tion for pastoraslists to make up their

T shall be prepared to

2009

returns from June to June in anything like
accurate form, and at present they are
entirely depondent on the goodwill of the
Commissioner as to whether their returns
are accepted or not. Thore is no satisfac-
tion in such a position. However, with
that assurance of the Premier I am satisfied.

Hon. J. 8CADDAX (Brown Hill-Tvanhoe}
[11-54]: I hope the Tremier is not giving
any final deeision.

The Premier: I say I will consider the
matter,

Hon. J. SCADDAN : The hon. member
(Mr. Butcher) is apparently of the opinion
that he has a definite assurance. 1 trust
the Premier will not decide the matter
without giving it consideration. The sug-
gestion seems 6o me objectionable. Surely
it would be wrong to permit any particular
section of taxpayers to make returns on
ancther date than that specified by the
Act.

Mr. Butcher:
do it now.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : The hon. member
will admit that there are other taxpayers,
besides pastoralists, who experience the
same difficulty. These others may not be
so large & body, and may not contribute so
much to the revenue, as the pastoralists.
For that matter, everybody has difficulty,
one way or another, in making up returns
as on the date specified by the Act. DBut
I have never yet heard of an Tncome Tax
Act which left it to the taxpayer to fix the
date for making up his return.

Mre. Buteher: 1 mean, a definite date.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: One definite date
must be fixed for all taxpayera. T the date
under this Bill is not convenient to the
pastoralists, then, if the hon. member will
suggest a date which would be convenient
to them, and not inconvenient to other
taxpayers, that date could be accepted.
The hon. member has not supported his
request with any reasons, though of course
he may do so in Committee. I hope the
Premier, before giving any assurance, will
recognise that the suggestion represents
a departure from the recognised principle
that all returns shall be made on one
specified date. On consultation with the
Comumnissioner of Taxation the Premier
will, I think, find that any provision of the
kind suggested by the member for Roe-

The pastoralists have to
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bourne wounld establish a dangerous pre-
cedent.

Question put and passed.

Bill reand & second time.

In Committec, efcetera,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Council.

A5 TO DISCHARCGE OF ORDERS.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Tvanhoe)
[11-59): Before the Premier moves the
adjournment of the House, 1 wish to ask
him whether he proposes to discharge Orders
of the Day No. 16 and No. 17, the Workers’
Homes Act Amendment Bill and the
Special Leasge (Stirling Estate) Bill ?

The Premier : The latter, decidedly not.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : If the Promier does
not propese to do that, he will be taking a
very unfair edventage of the House. He
has had the Speciel Lease Iunabling Bill,
Order of the Day XNo. 9, discherged ; and
that was a meeasure about which the Minister
for Works made & geod deal of noise,
saying that it wag urgently needed to give
an opportunity for opening up the Lake
Clifton lime deposits.

The Premier : This refers to Nelson Loca-
tion. The Lake Clifton Bill became law
before Christmas,

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The Workers'
Homes Act Amendment Bill, I think, might
be discherged.

The Premier: I will consider that.

MOTIONS WITHDRAWN,

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
(11'58]: I desire permission to withdraw
the motions standing in my name and
appearing on the Notice Paper as Noa.
16 and 17 (files end papers in connec-
tion with the probate of the will of Miss
Catherine Hayes ; papers and files in con-
nection with the retirement of Mr. E. B.
Johnston irom the public service) ; and on
behalf of the hon. member for Kanowns
{(Hon. T. Walker) the motion standing in
his name and appearing &8 No. 18, (that Mr.
Speaker, Mr. E. B. Johnston, does not
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possess the confidence of the House) ; and
also on behalf of the member for Mt. Mar-
garet (Mr. Taylor) the motion standing in
his name and appearing on the Notice Paper
as No. 20 (to rescind resolution of the House
contained in paragraph 3 of Votes and Pro-
ceedings of 13th February.). I should also
like permission to withdraw the motion
standing in my name on the Notice Paper
and which was sst down for Tuesday next
(that Mr. E. B. Johnston be removed from
the position of Speaker).

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will in-
struct the Clerk to remove these motions
from the Notico Paper,

House adjourned at 12 Midright.

Legislative  Council,
Tuesday, 6t March, 1917,
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